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Staff  Editorial
The roads of Southern Indiana are notoriously known for their 

narrow lanes, steep inclinations, and hairpin turns. Roads like 
these can be hard enough to maneuver on a day with perfect 
conditions, let alone at night or in the rain.

Since 2003, there have been 11 fatal car accidents on high-
way U.S. 150, fi ve on State Road 111, and three on Interstate 
64, according to offi cer Brad Scott. Drivers should be aware of 
the dangers these roads present and take extra precautions while 
driving on them.

The fi rst preventative measure anyone can take is to avoid us-
ing any electronic devices while driving. This means no use of 
phones, music players, or even excessively adjusting the radio.

For every text message sent, the driver’s eyes are off the road 
for an average of fi ve seconds. This is plenty of time to lose control 
of the car or drift into another lane. Even glancing at a buzzing 
phone distracts your focus from where it should be. 

With more driving experience, it is easy to become more leni-
ent with traffi c laws. Experienced drivers tend to overestimate 
their ability to stay in control while speeding. Instead of going the 
posted 55 miles per hour, they accelerate to the speed they see fi t. 

Drivers must also get rid of the “no-cop-no-stop” mentality. Po-
lice are there to enforce the laws and prevent accidents, but they 

cannot be everywhere at once. The responsibility ultimately falls 
upon each individual to make sure everyone stays safe.

Another issue, specifi cally for teenage drivers, is driving under 
the infl uence. Whether it be drugs or alcohol, these depressants 
slow down a driver’s reaction time and can skew judgment. While 
some think the way around this is designating a sober driver, a 
backseat full of intoxicated friends can also be a distraction for 
any driver. 

Being an unsafe driver is not the only factor in an accident; 
sometimes a lack of defensive driving is at fault, and other times 
poorly designed roads are to blame. 

Those in charge of building and designing the roads should 
take it upon themselves to design roads with the welfare of the 
driver in mind. Roads with blind hills and narrow lanes make it 
nearly impossible to navigate safely. Saving money and cutting 
costs with roads only lead to more accidents.

With the added excitement and responsibility of driving alone, 
many students get caught up and think they will not get in a car 
wreck. They believe they can talk, sing, and check their phone 
while still being safe. However, that is not the case. While safer 
roads should be constructed, drivers should take control of the 
one variable they can regulate: themselves.
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Recklessness increases fatalities


