
The crowd cheers in the dimmed light of Wick’s Pizza 
Parlor as The Hart Strings, decked out in their “country 
formal” attire, fi ll the room with their original music.

The Hart Strings is a folk band consisting of seniors 
Ted Hartog, Jared Murray, and Gannon Yeaton.  They 
have been playing together for about six months, all 
thanks to Hartog.

“I’ve been writing music since seventh grade,” Hartog 
said.  “I used to play by myself for about four years – just 
10 or 11 shows; it was really sporadic.” 

Because it was diffi cult to get solo acts, especially 
when playing original music, Hartog said he got the idea 
to start a band.  He was friends with Yeaton and when he 
suggested starting a band in the summer, Yeaton agreed 
to it.  Murray joined after him.

“I knew Gannon and Ted would play music together.  
I told Ted if he wanted to record with a cello, call me,” 
Murray said.  

With Murray’s arrival the cellist, violinist, and guitar-
ist started a band.

“We became like a folk band because it’s hard to be 
anything else with two string players,” Hartog said. 

After The Hart Strings was offi cial, the group landed 
its fi rst gig through some connections. 

“We got the gig at after prom because Ted’s mom is 
PTO president,” said Yeaton.

Murray recalled their fi rst ever performance as a band.
“We played from midnight to one.  We were all tired 

and slightly sweaty.”
But before the group could perform, the band had to 

decide on a name.  The group had been asked to supply a 
name to put on the fl yer that listed the times each band 
was playing.

“For a while we looked on random band name website 
generators and got some really terrible ones,” Murray 
said.  

They also threw out a few ideas of their own while 
brainstorming.

“I made a joke about pulling on people’s heartstrings, 
and then changed the spelling to Ted’s last name to be 
funny,” said Yeaton. 

Pressed for time to make a decision before after prom, 
Hartog fi nally chose The Hart Strings out of their pos-
sible ideas as the “least confrontational option.”

Despite their brand new band name and individual 
experience performing, Hartog was nervous for their 
after-prom show.

“We had to play for an hour and had never practiced 
together for more than an hour,” he said.

But Hartog said both Murray and Yeaton are very tal-
ented and were able to pick up on anything they did not 
know.

Since that night, The Hart Strings has played at vari-
ous open mic nights and had their fi rst paying gig on 
Sept. 14 at Wick’s Pizza Parlor in New Albany.  

Hartog said he admits that he has learned a lot by be-
ing in The Hart Strings.

“Being in The Hart Strings has taught me that a lot of 
people are much more similar than they would think,” 
Hartog said.  

By keeping the music lyrics blunt and honest, Hartog 
said he hopes to reach people on a deeper level.  Judging 
by the positive responses they have received from both 
adults and teenagers, the songs appear to have done just 
that.

Yeaton said one of his goals for The Hart Strings is to 
help people in the area enjoy music more.  He said he 
likes connecting to the audience.

“It’s fun when the people enjoy the music as much as 
we do.”

The Hart Strings’s next performance will be at a ben-
efi t concert at FC for the Art Department on Oct. 18.   
The show is free to attend, but has a fi ve dollar suggested 
donation.

With all these plans, The Hart Strings will be continu-
ing to spread the word of their band as much as possible.  

“We’ve been reaching new audiences and potential 
fans better than ever,” said Murray.

Hartog said the band got excited because they recently 
reached 200 “likes” on Facebook.  This fact, and their 
paid performance at Wick’s, has gotten Hartog excited 
about what The Hart Strings will accomplish in the fu-
ture.

“I think I have way too much confi dence in us, but 
hopefully that mind set will help us continue to reach 
new milestones,” Hartog said. 
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THE HART STRINGS play an energetic cover of “Sweet Caroline” by Neil Diamond as the audience sings along with the chorus. 
“We’ve been reaching new audiences and potential fans bett er than ever,” said senior Jared Murray.
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Local band infl uences Kentuckiana music scene with folk sound and aims to spread that infl uence even farther


