
“Win, play good, do 
the best you can.” That 
is the only thing going 

through senior Justin Batliner’s head while 
playing a match, and that seemed to be what 
everyone on the boys’ tennis team was think-
ing at sectionals last Friday.

The team won their 28th sectional in a row 
in a sweep against the Salem Lions.

“We had won 27 sectionals in a row before 
this one, and we didn’t want to be the team to 
ruin it,” said senior Drew Hussung.

Senior Lucas Corley said the team had a 
good chance at winning sectionals this year 
because the team had been putting in a lot of 
hard work to prepare for it.

“It’s like we were putting the pedal to the 
medal at the yellow light,” said Corley. 

The team’s coach is Rick Miller and he pre-
pares the boys by showing them tough love. 
“I’m honest; I give them [the team] the infor-
mation they need. I tell them what they need 
to work on. I got a job to do and they got a job 
to do,” said Miller.

Miller said the boys always have room for 
improvement at practice, but they all have a 
competitive side and he loves that about this 
year’s team.

“Our coach really tries to keep us motivat-
ed; he gives us pre-match speeches and talks 
to us between switches on the court,” said so-
phomore Chris Collier.

 “It is a part of my life, I’ve been playing 
since I was 18 and now I love to see the boys 
succeed,” said Miller.

 Miller does what he can to keep their head 
in the game, but the boys also try and keep 
themselves motivated.

“I enjoy the thrill of the competition. Noth-
ing gets my adrenaline going more than serv-
ing an ace or hitting a winner down the line. 
Winning a match and knowing your hard 
work paid off, that’s what’s it’s all about,” said 
Corley.

Winning sectionals was only the fi rst step.
Batliner said the ultimate goal is for the 

whole team to go to state.
At regionals Wednesday the team faced 

local rival Jeffersonville, ranked 11th in the 
state. The winner will play undefeated Jasper. 
Results were not available at presstime, but 
can be found on www.fchsbagpiper.word-
press.com

Miller said “The only thing that controls 
you is you. When you control yourself, that’s 
when you achieve success.”
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Boys’ tennis team sweeps sectionals
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Highlanders advanced to Wednesday’s regionals, winning their 28th sectional in a row

JUNIOR RYAN PLUNKETT hits a forehand approach shot during his sectionals match 
last  Friday against Salem. 
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THE BOYS’ TENNIS TEAM shows their trophy from sectionals. “We’re thankful to have such a strong 
team. We hope to go far this year,” said senior Justin Batliner.
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