
The metronome rings out across the parking lot as the 
FC marching band counts along. 

Everyone marches in synchronized movement, sec-
tions weaving through each other, lines and fi gures 
forming and shifting.

The marching band is practicing their new show for 
the year, titled “In Pursuit of Joy.” 

The show tells the story of the effort one puts into 
his or her work. According to band director Harold Yan-
key, “The end result is the joy that people get from doing 
something with excellence.”

A lot of work and consideration goes into the produc-
tion of a marching band show such as this one.

Yankey said that the making of a show starts with “a 
big idea fi rst—a word, a couple words.”  Yankey said the 
process starts with this “nugget of an idea” and slowly 
transforms into a “snowball of ideas.”

Next, they have to “go about looking for music to tell 
the story.” 

Senior Maggie Staples, a fi eld commander, said she 
was skeptical about a few musical aspects at fi rst, but 
“it’s actually made a really good show.”

Staples went on to say that her favorite band show was 
“Re:directions” during her sophomore year, but that this 
show could be a close second. 

 Junior Jacqueline Howard, a clarinet player, said the 
music and marching aspects are a lot less complicated 
this year.  This leaves room to “get things cleaned up.”

Senior Christian Thomas, a trombone player, said that 
the music is technically easier but he likes it more than 
the previous few years’. 

“The emotion conveys to the audience better than past 
years,” he said.

However, Thomas said he does not think that the drill 
is easier this year, or at least that his personal drill is just 
as challenging. 

 He said that the main difference is that the whole 
band is spread across the fi eld. 

Yankey explained that one of the efforts this year was 
to make the band look bigger. 

This includes having a much bigger guard, more color, 
more body movements that are “almost dance-like at 
times,” and spreading out the band as much as possible.

After fi nding the perfect music to fi t with the theme, 
writing the drill, or locations and movements of every-
one on the fi eld, comes next in the show-making process.

“In the drill we have to get everyone musically in the 
right spot. That’s called staging,” said Yankey.  The drill 
has to help the audience understand the music better and 
vice versa. 

In the drill for the guard, they have to be positioned in 
a way that can “draw attention to the melody.”

The tangible goal this year, according to marching in-
structor Chris Jackson, is to get to state fi nals. 

If they accomplish that goal, this will mean that this 
year’s seniors will be the fi rst group to have ever gone to 

state fi nals all four years. 
Some band students have goals of their own for the 

band and aren’t simply satisfi ed with making it to state 
fi nals.

“I hope we make it past sixth place because I know we 
can do it,” said Howard.  

The marching band has placed sixth at state fi nals the 
past two years.

Yankey said the instructors have more ambitions in 
mind that are more personal than just another trip up to 
state fi nals in Indianapolis. 

Jackson said, “The intangible goal is for the individual 
to have a better sense of being a performer.”

This sense of teamwork is extremely important to the 
result of the show, according to Yankey.

“We want to be able to do what we do very well; a 
good show that can be done with excellence by every-
one,” said Yankey.

In pursuit of joy
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As the new year begins, marching band makes an eff ort to make the new show as close to perfect as possible, while 
keeping in mind teamwork and the pursuit of joy.
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