
IN YOUR FACE
The rivalry between FC and Providence has been going on for generations. The four-year football winning streak 

against the Pioneers was broken on Aug. 24 as the Pioneers defeated the Highlanders 27-19. However, this local 
rivalry is about more than wins and losses. 

“I felt confi dent because we beat Providence the past four years since (coach Brian) Glesing has been here,” said 
junior Nick Uhl.

Junior Dylan Lipps said the team was more hyped up because the rivalry with Providence is so strong. However, the football 
team is not the only team that feels this way.

Along with football, the boys’ soccer team played the Pioneers in August. Both JV and varsity tied the Pioneers at 
their home game. The intensity of the rivalry helped players focus and prepare even more for the game. 

   “We practiced a lot harder. They were more intense because of the game against Providence,” said sophomore 
Tyler Menne, a member of the boys’ soccer team.

    Menne said beating a rival will bring more pride and confi dence to the team and will motivate the 
the rest of the season.

Although rivalries cause intensity between schools, they also help increase school spirit. The 
week before the game Twitter was buzzing with students hashtagging “Green Pride.”

Although the rivalry has a lot of meaning to the students, it means just as much to the 
players as well. 

“There is defi nitely a rivalry between both the fans and the players, but it seems to 
be bigger between the players,” said sophomore Tyler McGeorge, also a member of 

the boys’ soccer team.
McGeorge said the players have a bigger rivalry than the fans because they 
are in the heat of the moment and the game depends on the plays, not 

the school spirit.
With the school being so close and Providence’s student body 

coming from Floyd and Clark counties, some of the fans and players 
know members of the other school and team personally, making 
the rivalry and the desire to win even stronger.

“I know a lot of the players and I grew up with them so it’s 
always a really good game,” said junior Garrett Crawford, JV cap-
tain of the boys’ soccer team.

Sophomore John Strobel said, “We worked hard for the ri-
valry game and we’re continuing to get better as the season 
goes on.” 

The Highlanders set up their play 
at the Providence game. FC lost to 
the Pioneers on Aug. 24 27-19, the 
fi rst loss to the local rival in several 
years. 

The JV and varsity  boys’ soccer tied 
Providence in their rivalry game in 
August. There were injuries and 
black eyes, but the soccer players 
tied the Pioneers. 

Girls’ soccer played Providence on 
Tuesday night and tied them with 
0-0. The Highlanders remain un-
defeated, winning fi ve games and 
earning several ties.

Rivalry does not stop there

HIGHLANDER PLAYERS face off  against Provi-
dence last Friday night..

Noble Guyon/ Bagpiper  

SOPHOMORE PARKER BUSSABARGER-DAVIDENK   
fi ghts off  a Providence player to get the ball

Maddie Miyahara/ Bagpiper  

JUNIOR KELSEY SHIREMAN  reaches to kick the 
ball against arch rival Providence on Tuesday.

Maddie Miyahara/ Bagpiper  
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Local rivalry with Providence helps create spirit, motivates Highlander athletes

JUNIORS REYGAN REINHART, TIFFANY BOWEN, AND JILL RECCHIO,with their eyes glued to the fi eld, represent FC’s colors at the football game against Providence on Aug. 24. 
Bekah Landers/ Bagpiper  


