
During this past summer and many summers before, teens have made the decision to go on 
mission trips. Sophomore Mary Hayes and freshman Amanda Beckman, along with others from 
Edwardsville United Methodist Church, went to Oneida, Tennessee this summer to repair homes in 
a low-income area.

“I have always wanted to give back to the community. I realized that it was an awesome oppor-
tunity to grow closer to my youth group members through God, while doing things for others,” said 
Hayes. 

Seniors Tyler Huber and Austin Adam both went on a mission trip to Campton, Kentucky the past 
two summers. Huber and Adam said that service to others is important because some people are not 
always able to work on their own. 

“They may not have the means or capability to do it themselves,” said Adam. 
Huber and Adam said the trip was a great way to help those in need.
The work done on a mission trip depends on the location and the needs of the people there. 
“We took tin off of a roof, replaced broken boards, and put new tin roofi ng down,” said Beckman. 
Juniors Sydney Wisman and Jarren Rogers went to Africa for two weeks and worked in towns. 

They described them as dirty, smelly, and extremely crowded. One day they went to Kibera, the 
largest slum in Africa, and fed the children lunch. Another day Wisman painted a youth group room, 
while Rogers dug a hole for sewage. 

Students spend most of their time on these trips working hard, but they also connect with the 
people they are helping. Huber said that playing with the kids at one of the houses he worked at was 
the most meaningful experience for him. 

“I enjoyed seeing their smiles when giving them attention,” said Huber.
Hayes said she grew close to the elderly couple they were helping. 
“They were so happy that we were there and so thankful for what we were doing. They came 

outside in the 100-degree weather to come and get to know us,” she said. “They were the sweetest 
people I have ever met.” 

Students found that these relationships added to their trips.  Other important relationships develop 
on mission trips too. The experiences on the trips brought groups of teens closer together. 

“You meet a lot of people who live around here that you never would have known otherwise,” said 
Huber.  Huber and Adam see their friends from the mission trip often to visit with each other and 
hang out.

While not serving and helping out the local people, students on mission trips often spend time 
growing closer to each other and God. 

“You’ll develop a stronger relationship with Christ, and also gain close friends,” said Beckman. 
“Trust me, we get very close on these trips.” 

The trips serve as a chance to help others and take a break form everyday life.
“You get to meet them on real levels, and you can be yourself,” said Huber. 
The volunteers unwound while participating in outdoor activities such as spelunking, canoeing, 

ziplining, and playing games.
The students who went to Campton, Kentucky also went to Hoedown Island.
“[We] danced with the people who lived close by. It was a lot of fun,” said Huber. That night they 

participated in line dances and were taught new dances by the community.
Mission trips affect people in numerous ways. For Wisman  and Rogers it confi rmed their call to 

be missionaries. 
“It makes you realize how important family is. It makes you want to spend more time with them,” 

said Huber.
After going on their mission trip, all of the participants recommend other students to go on one. 
“Those who think that they will not like it or it is too much money should go. It’s worth it,” said 

Wisman. 
They recommend it because the exposure to poverty left them with memories and life lessons. 
“It’s such a learning experience,” said Hayes. “You just grow so much as a person.”
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FRESHMAN AMANDA BECKMAN works with others from 

her church to fi x damaged houses.
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SENIOR TYLER HUBER helps repair a roof in Campton, 
Kentucky with other members of his church. 
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JUNIOR SYDNEY WISMAN poses with children from 

Rongai,  a church in Nairobi, Africa.
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