
Ashley Vance
Features editor

[33Sept. 7, 2012

According to Greenwaste recycling company, the average per-
son generates somewhere around four and a half pounds of trash 
every day, adding up to 1.5 tons per year.  In other words, the 
equivalent of a medium sized car, which is a scary thought.  FC 
has joined in the effort to save the planet and impact the com-
munity.

The Students for the Advancement of Super Science, or SASS 
Club, recognizes the importance of FC being eco-friendly.

“It sets a good example for the student body of our school,” 
said senior and SASS Club president Christy 
Choe. “We have to be more concerned about 
the planet we live in.”

Principal Janie Whaley fi rst became con-
cerned about the planet after taking a group 
of students to the local landfi ll.

“I just thought, ‘What are we doing to 
Mother Earth?’” said Whaley, who fi nds that 
over time helping the earth has become easier 
for FC.  

With the new method of “single-stream” 
recycling, recyclables no longer have to be 
sorted before being taken in to be recycled, with the exception 
of glass and Styrofoam, which Whaley hopes to eliminate from 
use in the near future.

 Biology teacher Amy Mefford said by emptying garbage into 
landfi lls, we are putting our contaminants into the ground and 
into the soil, which affects the land we live on, the food we eat, 
and even the water we drink. 

 “Landfi lls get so full and this [recycling] is an effi cient way to 
keep things out of them, while saving the earth and soil,” said 
Floyd County Solid Waste Department Operations Manager, 
Mary Lou Byerley.

Floyd County Waste Department is in charge of creating pro-
grams to encourage recycling and divert waste from the landfi lls.  

Educating Floyd County residents about recycling and keeping 
the earth clean is an important part of their job.

Recycling saves energy and our resources, in addition to mak-
ing our planet a cleaner place to live.  

Along with school wide recycling, FC donates uncollected lost 
and found items to Goodwill, where they are either repurposed 
or later recycled to make new items.  There are many things the 
everyday person can do at home and at school to help the cause.

“At the store, ask yourself which product has the least amount 
of packaging,” said Whaley. “We have so many choices in this 
country; we just need to live life more simply.”

 The SASS Club suggests utilizing the re-
cycling bins located around the school and 
switching your light bulbs from standard to 
LED or fl uorescent, saving both money and 
energy. 

Byerley said that by realizing what you are 
throwing away and recognizing what can 
and cannot be recycled, you can cut down 
on the amount of garbage you are getting 
rid of.

 “In all reality, the majority of the garbage 
that we throw away could be recycled,” said 

Byerley. “We just need to be more careful about what we throw 
away.”

Even simple changes in everyday routines can make an impact 
over time.

“Little things add up when everybody does them,” said Mef-
ford, who fi nds that using refi llable water bottle and carpooling 
to school are easy ways for students to contribute.

Whether its taking small steps or big changes, making a dif-
ference for our planet is important for the students and faculty 
of FC.

“Part of the culture at Floyd Central is to breed leadership in 
our students,” said Mefford. “ This is one way that students can 
set a good example to others.”

1,500 aluminum cans 
are recycled every 

minute

Most bott les and jars 
contain at least 25% 

recycled glass

Recycled paper 
manufacturing uses 

58% less water
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