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A large bag guarantees room to carry the 
things you bring, plus your new purchases.

A good pair of shoes will provide comfort 
as you make your way through the maze of 
activities and booths.

Extra spending money will be needed to purchase 
food as well as unique fi nds.

You never know what you will fi nd on your 
festival expedition that you might want to 
remember later.

Though the air might be cool, a hat will keep 
the sun from beating down on your face.

Especially aft er dark, a light jacket will keep 
you warm in the fall weather.

Originally started in Munich, Germany in 1810, the Oktoberfest was a way 
for Germans to celebrate their heritage and culture. Since 1878, the German American 
Club in Louisville has put on an Oktoberfest that transports festival goers to an atmos-
phere similar to Germany. 

“This is the American version for the club to come together and celebrate German 
culture and heritage,” said German American Club vice president and Oktoberfest chair-
man Tonya Schweitzer. 

According to Schweitzer, the festival offers German style food, booths, clothes, and 
traditional antiques. Oktoberfest is best known for its sauerkraut balls and German po-
tato salad.

“We’re known for people coming and being social, plus it’s family friendly,” said Sch-
weitzer.  

People also get into the spirit of the festival by dressing up in traditional German 
clothes. Schweitzer said the environment is “Gemütlichkeit,” which translates to friendli-
ness, hospitality, and warmth. The festival will be held on Friday, Sept. 21 and Saturday, 
Sept. 22. If you are looking for a unique German experience, visit www. german-amer-
icanclub.com. 

This annual event began in 1998 to provide a safe environment for families to 
enjoy Halloween. 

With three young kids, school nurse Andrea Tanner loves taking her family to the 
carnival. 

“I think the festival is most known for being a family-friendly event that is an alter-
native for your typical trick-or-treating experience.”

Besides traditional candy, there will be free foods such as hot dogs, nachos, and 
chili. To work off all the yummy food, games, arm wrestling, and bouncy houses will 
be available. Tanner said that the carnival is fun for all ages. 

Even teenagers can have a good time at the carnival. Freshman Megan Johnson has 
been volunteering at the event for about fi ve years. 

“My favorite part about volunteering would have to be helping out with the kids,” 
said Johnson. 

 She remembers when she was one of those young kids, and she now strives to 
ensure they have the best time possible. 

“At our church, we are very interactive. We always try to make sure everyone has 
a good time.”

Johnson said the carnival is great for meeting other members of the church and to 
start becoming involved. For more details on the festival, visit www.georgetownchris-
tian.org.
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