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True cost of vehicle restoration expressed
Body work/paint:

As a full disclosure here, my car was 
very bad body-wise when I got it, but,  
depending on what you want done and 
the condition of your car, expect any-
where between $5000-$10000+ when 
having body work done by a shop. Mine 
came out to right at $9000. This includes 
glass, bumpers, lights, etc. My best ad-
vice is to fi nd a car with a good body. 
This will save you so much money. 

Motor/transmission/suspension:
This is where I lucked out on my car. 

I had a good runing 289 V8 that only 
needed minimal work (new carburetor, 
new fuel pump, and a tune-up) and my C4 
transmission shifts fi ne. However, you can 
spend thousands on having a transmission 
or engine rebuilt. Where I ran into issues 
was my brakes. I had to replace the whole 
system to the tune of about $800.

Wheels/Tires:
I am currently running a set of wheels 

from a 1967 Cougar with Mastercraft 
Avenger tires. I bought my set of fi ve 
for $1000 and got a deal, so expect be-
tween $800 and $1,500. To put it into 
perspective, I am going to be spending 
about $130 on just the center caps for the 
wheels in the near future.

Interior:
You can luck out and get a car with 

a wonderful interior. However, these 
are rare. I was not one of the lucky 
ones. For the most common classics 
like a Mustang, fi gure about $350-
$400 for seat covers, carpet, and door 
panels; another $150 for a reproduc-
tion dash pad; and another $200+ for 
switches, speakers, panels, etc. Where 
it gets really expensive is when you 
have seats reupholstered; I have been 
quoted about $600 for just labor. 
Even the paint for dash was $100. 

My point with this column is not to say how much money I spent on my restoration just to say it. I did this to inform others that 
may be interested in doing a restoration themselves. My point here is to make car  enthusiasts aware of what it really costs. My best 
advice for anyone wanting to take on a restoration like this is to do it just because you like the car and you want the experience. These 

days it is hard to make money back unless you hold onto the car for years. Restore a car for the love of the car, not the money. 

Many car enthusiasts dream of restoring a classic 
car. Many dream of turning a huge profi t at 
the end, but is that really how it goes? Short 

answer: no. As many of you know from reading past 
pieces of mine, I restored a 1966 Ford Mustang. With 
that experience, I can defi nitively say there are a lot of 

aspects that many overlook when thinking about a restoration project. Many look over the amount 
of time it takes to do body work, which results in huge bills if you cannot do it yourself. A lot of 
pieces that you would not think would cost a lot actually cost quite a bit. I was lucky to have the 
fi nancial backing of many family members and I had a place to work on mine with my grandfather 
who is an encyclopedia of automotive knowledge. 
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