
For most of us, golf is a sport we 
will watch only a few times a year 
during major events such as The 
Masters or The U.S. Open. We have 
experienced an era of dominance dis-
played by Tiger Woods that rivals that 
of the legendary Jack Nicklaus. Even 
when Tiger cheated on his wife we 
still rooted for him. 

Does this make us unethical rooting 
for someone who has done wrong? 
After all, he did apologize and admit-
ted his guilt. 

But in the end, he was morally and 
ethically in the wrong, yet we contin-
ue to cheer for Tiger. 

We are faced with a similar, how-
ever different situation today. Penn 

State was met with harsh penalties 
that have essentially crippled the foot-
ball program. People used to love Joe 
Paterno, a legend, a leader, and a phi-
lanthropist. But now, his image and 
legacy is left in the smoldering ashes 
of what is Penn State football. I am 
not condoning the actions of Paterno, 
nor am I trying to turn a blind eye to 
the heinous crimes of Jerry Sandusky. 
Their actions are clear cut wrong. The 
penalties, however, have only served 
to punish innocent people. 

The guilty parties have been forced 
out, imprisoned, or in Paterno’s case 
died. Players that had nothing to do 
with Sandusky’s crimes are now be-
ing punished as they see potential 
bowl games snatched from view, 
scholarships eliminated, and to top it 
all off, a nation is rooting 
against them. 

The actions 

of Tiger Woods and Jerry Sandusky 
were both immoral and unethical, 
but Sandusky’s were illegal. Perhaps 
it was due to a lack of a dominant 
fi gure in golf that made it so easy for 
us to forgive and forget when it came 
to Tiger. On the other hand, college 
football powerhouses rise and fall 
like empires and go through cycles of 
change. We are accustomed to watch-
ing teams go through phases. But this 
is more than a phase for Penn State; 
it is a damnation. Although we began 
to root for Tiger almost immediately 
after his fault, the question that now 
rests on my mind is simple: How long 
before we forgive and root for Penn 
State?

[25Sept. 7, 2012

Penn State condemnation undeserved
Columnist explains how although the scandals of Tiger Woods and Penn State 
were similar, the punishments diff ered greatly in severity  and numbers involved Do you think Penn 

State’s punishment is 
justifi ed?

Jesse Renn
Senior

“I personally believe 
in the Sandusky 
trial, while there 
were multiple 
culpable parties, the 
team should not 
have been punished 
for one man’s fl aws.”

Gary Posey
Sophomore

“I feel like Tiger 
Woods hurt one 
person and his fans, 
Penn State hurt a 
lot of people.”

Parker Lyons
Senior

“I don’t think it’s 
right that the 
whole team was 
punished.”

Bessmah Elashawah
Freshman

“I don’t think Penn 
State should be 
punished because 
the whole team 
didn’t do it.”

Lucas
CorleyCorley

Guest columnist
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