
Elmore’s enthusiasm fuels program

On the third day of school, while students were still 
memorizing their schedules and freshmen were getting 
lost, the orchestra was already busy executing scales and 
sight-reading new pieces. 

Junior Tasman Payne, a violin player in symphony or-
chestra, has been playing her instrument since second 
grade.  She moved to Indiana in seventh grade, and she 
said that out of all the orchestras she has played with, the 
FC orchestra ranks highest.   

“It’s 10,000 times better, more professional, and more 
fun,” Payne said.

Payne admits that being in orchestra takes a lot of 
effort, and  practicing what needs to be fi xed so many 
times can be challenging.  Regardless of this fact, she 
said that the orchestra is strong. 

“I feel like we have a lot of talented players this year.  
They are willing to work hard.”

In this group, working hard is a necessity.  This is 
especially true since the symphony orchestra has placed 
third at ISSMA State Finals in Indianapolis two years 
running under the fervent and determined instruction 
of orchestra director Doug Elmore.

Elmore said that his goal for the orchestra is “in one 
word: awesomeness.”  His defi nition of this word equates 

to a year of “exciting music, precise sounds, and helping 
students mature into sensitive, passionate musicians.”  

While that may sound like a hefty goal, Elmore as-
sured that the talent in the symphony orchestra is out-
standing, and senior Josh Druin, violin player, agreed 
with him.

“I think [the orchestra] is one of the strongest there’s 
been.  There is a lot of new talent with new freshmen 
and sophomores,” he said.  

One of these new players, fresh-
man Megan Adams, said that so far 
high school orchestra is much more 
demanding than in middle school.

“The pieces are more challeng-
ing, and there are more playing 
quizzes,” she said. 

The music chosen for the orches-
tra is meant to be diffi cult to an 
extent, and Elmore said he goes 
through a very specifi c mental pro-
cess to choose the right pieces for 
the orchestra.

“I carefully asses the talent 
within the orchestra, take note of the strengths and 
weaknesses, and then pick music that will exploit the 
strengths without overtaxing the weaknesses,” he said.

While it is too early to have many set plans in regards 
to music, Elmore said he is considering choosing the 

Overture to “Russlan and Luomilla” by Mikhoil Glinka.
Even though the music is challenging, senior Gannon 

Yeaton said he likes the pieces that the orchestra plays.  
Not only that, but he said he enjoys the experience of 
playing in the orchestra itself.

“I like the feeling of people playing in harmony around 
me,” he said.  

The students’ passion for performing music is one of 
the many factors which contribute 
to the orchestra’s success. The stu-
dents agree that Elmore’s teaching 
skills bring them far.

“He is really funny and works 
with the students.  It’s his dedi-
cation to his job that makes him 
great.  It really shows,” said Druin.

“We have a great teacher.  Elmore 
helps improve people’s playing and 
brings them together,” said Yeaton.

In case there was any doubt 
about the abilities of the members 
of the orchestra, over 20 students 
are auditioning for the All-State Or-

chestra, which is a record number of people.  Several stu-
dents are also trying out for the All-National High School 
Orchestra.  Out of the 12 cellos in symphony orchestra, 
11 received gold medals at Solo & Ensemble last year.

With the orchestra possessing such a high level of 
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Director Doug Elmore has set the stakes high for the orchestra this year. He has several events planned to showcase 
his students’ musical talents while preparing for a trip to New York City  in March.
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[Elmore] is really 
funny and works with 
the students. It’s his 
dedication to his job 
that makes him great. 
It really shows.  


