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“The parade continues to showcase exciting fl oats, infl atables, eques-
trian units, marching bands and specialty units to a live TV audience and 
more than 200,000 spectators...Thanks to the support of Re-
public Bank, this year’s Pegasus Parade promises to be one 
of the best ever,” he said. 

This parade has been around since 1956, and is the festi-
val’s oldest event.

The parade brings around 200,000 spectators each year and 
brings new fl oats and other visuals to the parade every year. 
This year’s parade is scheduled for May 3.

The Great Steamboat Race has, in many ways, become as 
important and interesting as the Derby itself. 

The race has been around since 1963, and Louisville’s pride 
and joy in these races has always been their faithful steam-
boat ‘the Belle of Louisville.’ 

The winner of the race each year receives, not only bragging rights, but 
also a pair of silver-painted elk antlers as a trophy. This year, the race is 
scheduled for May 2.

The Great Balloon Race, the steamboat race’s counterpart, is actually 
composed of fi ve sub-events: the Great Balloon Rush Hour Race, the Great 

Balloon Glow, the Great Balloon Race, the Great Balloon Tour, and the 
Great Balloon Glimmer. 

There are 50 balloons participating in total, and the 
events and balloons all form what offi cials call the U.S. 
Bank Great BalloonFest.

The balloon events take place between April 27-29, the 
weekend before the Kentucky Derby.

For the more physically inclined, the festival offers 
a marathon and a mini-marathon. The mini-marathon 
draws around 10,000 runners and the full-length draws 
around 2,000 annually from all 50 states. 

Just before the festival ends, Louisville is to be treated 
with a concert by AWOLNATION. The concert is sched-
uled for May 3, the day before the festival ends.

These are not the only events that the festival has to of-
fer, considering there are over 50 individual events packed into those 19 
days. 

The Kentucky Derby Festival provides several different events that lead up to the race itself>>

For more information about Thunder Over Louisville, Pegasus Parade, and other 

aspects of the Kentucky Derby Festival visit 
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