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One of the highlights of my spring break, and, 
I am sure, many others’ spring breaks, was get-
ting to see the long-awaited movie adaptation 
of the popular book The Hunger 
Games. Although I was not one of 
the die-hard fans present at the 
midnight premiere, I made sure to 
see it the following night.

As the movie started, and after 
the screams from the audience fad-
ed, the movie began, delivering a 
quote from the book describing the 
“Hunger Games” in huge letters.

The next two and a half hours 
were fi lled with fi ght scenes, dra-
matic exchanges between charac-
ters, and multi-colored hair from 
the people of the Capitol. And I en-
joyed every minute of it.

I think the main reason I enjoyed 
the movie as a whole was because 
of how close it stayed to the original novel. Eve-
rything was done almost exactly according to 
the book, with the exception of a couple some-
what small plot elements, and the addition of 
scenes in order to clarify certain situations with 

the audience.
The actors all did a great job in portraying the 

vast differences in personalities among the char-
acters, Jennifer Lawrence presenting a strong-
hearted, and somewhat stubborn, Katniss 
Everdeen, and, my personal favorite, Woody 

Harrelson acting as the drunk, 
smart-mouthed mentor, Hay-
mitch Abernathy. All of the cast 
gave believable performances 
that were, again, true to the book.

The scenery was also incred-
ibly impressive, bringing to life 
the districts, the Capitol, and 
the arena that were described in 
the book. District 12 was a im-
poverished community, while 
the Capitol was a futuristic city. 
Remarkably, the way I pictured 
these places was extremely close, 
if not spot on, to how the movie 
portrayed them.

Now, I cannot get away with 
this review without bringing 

up a key problem with the movie. Anyone who 
was unlucky enough to decide to see the movie 
before reading the book had to be completely 
lost when watching the movie. I had no trou-
ble fi guring out what was happening, but that 

was only because I had the book as a reference 
point. The movie relies too much on the belief 
that everyone seeing the movie has already read 
the book, which leads to many unexplained back 
stories and confusion over why certain things 
are happening.

I realize that it would be nearly impossible 
to fi t all of the information from the book into 
a movie, especially considering that the movie, 
even without a lot of necessary information, was 
a full two and a half hours. However, I think the 
movie could have been better made to appeal to 
all audiences, rather than just fans of the book.  
I watched all the Harry Potter movies without 
reading a single book, and I could at least fi gure 
out what was happening.

To put it simply, The Hunger Games is a great 
visual representation of the book, and remains 
extremely faithful to it. However, the movie will 
not seem even slightly enjoyable to anyone who 
punished themselves by not reading the book 
fi rst.

I will be as excited as anyone to see the second 
movie when it releases. I will be hoping the mov-
ie appeals to all, both readers and nonreaders.
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Movie adaption will please avid readers, but confuse newcomers>>
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