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On March 2, severe storms hit Henryville and 
several other surrounding areas.  

“When the tornado came through it was quite 
scary because I’ve never seen a storm like that 
before, and after it was over, everything was dif-
ferent. Everything was gone,” said Henryville 
resident Levi Beyl.

Principal Janie Whaley’s fi rst day on the job in 
her new position was anything but ordinary. The 
same day everyone was notifi ed of her promo-
tion as principal was the same day Floyd County 
was issued a tornado watch that caused Whaley 
to tell everyone to take cover.

“Once I issued the take cover drill and start-
ed walking around the halls I realized I wasn’t 
pleased with the way things were and they need-
ed to be changed,” said Whaley.

Since the occurrence with the storms, the new 
tornado drill was quickly put into action.

“The tornado drill would have changed either 
way, but when the tornado hit Henryville it just 
sped up the process so we came up with a sys-
tem that basically was put into place to get peo-
ple away from the windows and off the second 
fl oor,” said Whaley.

The new drill procedure was placed into effect 
by many of the offi ce staff, including Whaley, 
Offi cer Brad Scott, assistant principal Rob Will-
man, and ROTC 
teacher Lt. Col. 
Ben Gipe.   

With this new 
procedure, Wha-
ley said FC has 
many other 
things in place 
to let them keep 
a look out for 
when bad weath-
er is coming.

“We have TV’s 
and radios, also 
the district attor-
ney’s offi ce calls us to give up updates from time 
to time, but they are at least nine miles away so 

what’s going on there may not be what is hap-
pening here,” said Whaley.

 Between the TV’s and radios, Gipe is a staff 
member who volunteers to go out and stand 
watch for funnel clouds at the west end of the 
school, he said students are taking the new drill 
more seriously since the tornado hit Henryville 
because it could have possibly happened to FC.

Since the drill has been in affect FC has prac-
ticed it once, and so far 
the administrators seem 
pleased with the way 
students are cooperat-
ing and moving quickly 
to their new locations, 
and the staff is helping 
assist the students on 
where to go.

“I don’t think the 
drill will change in 
the future because I’m 
fairly comfortable with 
it. Usually in a tornado 
warning you have time 

to move unless you’re oblivious, and we are not 
oblivious,” said Whaley. 
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On April 2, Henryville students started school again

Death toll as of March 5 was nine people in Henryville 

40 percent of Henryville school building was destroyed

Tornado facts:

Over 2,000 volunteers contributed to the clean  
up, including the Indianapolis Colts

Elementary students were moved to Graceland 
Christian School, middle and high school students 
attend Mid-America Science Park

Information provided by: www.ahsrocketlaunch.org

[
... I realized I wasn’t 
pleased with the 
way things were...

Janie Whaley
Principal

”
“

Go to the Bagpiper website to see 

pictures of the clean up of 

Henryville within the past few days[ [s
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 Disaster impacts tornado drill
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JANIE WHALEY talks about the updated tornado drill and the new 
locations that students will be going to in the case of a tornado drill. 
"We rearranged the tornado drill after the March 2 tornado," said Whaley.
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