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DIRECTOR OF HIGH SCHOOLS LOUIE JENSEN leads an informational meeting about upcoming teacher evaluations with faculty on April 9.<<

Since superintendent Dr. Bruce 
Hibbard came to the NAFC school 
corporation in 2009, there have 
been many changes. Schools have 
been closed and the budget defi cit 
has been decreased, among other  
things. As we come to the end of 
another school year, those involved 
with the corporation refl ect back on 
the past, talk about the present, and 
look towards the future.

The school corporation has 
changed drastically in terms of 
budget cuts, fi nances, and reforms. 
Part of this is due to the change in 
administration.

“I was disenchanted with the 
previous administration...When I 
got on the school board, I was very 
much aware of just how badly eve-
rything was evolving and what the 
new superintendent would have to 
face,” said school board member 
Jan Anderson.

Anderson was speaking in terms 

of the budget cuts. The school 
board, along with Hibbard, had to 
face diffi cult decisions in regards 
to the cuts. To save teacher posi-
tions, four elementary schools were 
closed. Although it seems everyone 
has adjusted to the changes, some 
think there are negatives to this de-
cision.

“I think the funding issue has 
cut some valuable projects and in-
creased class sizes,” said math and 
business teacher Chris Street.

The enormity of the budget issue 
has decreased; however, the cor-
poration is still in the “red,” which 
means there are still more cuts to 
be made. The goal is to be in the 
“black.”

“We have gotten six million dol-
lars down to two million dollars,” 
said director of high schools Louie 
Jensen.

Along with budgetary improve-
ment, schools have improved as 
well. In 2009, New Albany High 
School, Nathaniel Scribner Mid-
dle School, Pine View Elementary 
School, and Grant Line Elementary 
School were on watch by the Indi-

ana Department of Education. Ha-
zelwood Middle School, Fairmont 
Elementary School, Green Valley 
Elementary School, Mount Tabor 
School, S Ellen Jones Elementary 
School and Silver Street Elementa-
ry School were all on probation. In 
2011, the majority of these schools 
were out of the red and in the cat-
egories of academic progress or ex-
emplary.

“Learning has been our prior-
ity and we see the results. We have 
made a lot of progress in two years,” 
said Hibbard.

Test scores have also advanced. 
For example, in 2009 Fairmont El-
ementary School was at an ISTEP 
ELA total pass percentage of 47.3 
percent. In 2011, the pass rate in-
creased to 85.1 percent. For S Ellen 
Jones, the ISTEP math total pass 
percentage in 2009 was 52.5 percent, 
which increased in 2011 to 80 per-
ent. 

“We have been able to move test 
scores throughout the corporation…
The test scores have improved tre-
mendously and the graduation rate 
is in the 90s as opposed to the 80s,” 

said Jensen.
Some school board members be-

lieve professional development is a 
large part of the improvements.

“The teachers collaborate once 
a week and the standards are the 
common core standards and Indi-
ana Academic Standards… It has 
been profound what has happened 
because of this,” said Anderson.

Others think the state govern-
ment plays a role in improving and 
reforming school corporations.

“When you continue to have a 
program that continues to lag be-
hind others in Indiana, it is the duty 
of the state who is funding that ed-
ucation to ask those providing that 
education to step up to the plate 
and do a better job,” said Senator 
Ron Grooms.

Street disagreed, saying the cor 
poration has always been high 
achieving.

“A school like FC has been a top 
performing school for decades. 
Standardized test scores as a cor-
poration rank as some of the better 
ones in the state,” said Street.

English teacher Karen Mayer-Se
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