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Split personality

Bekah Landers and Eli Bolus
Staff reporters

Everyone seems to be more than meets the 
eye.  A devoted English teacher by day and 
a volunteer police offi cer by night seems like 

something out of a movie, but Karen Lehman is a teacher at FC who is 
just that. Lehman is a freshman and honors sophomore English teacher 
who spends her days instructing and her nights patrolling the streets of 

New Albany. 
“I’ve always done some sort of volunteer work; I chose 

something to do each year,” said Lehman.
With a mother who was adamant about volunteering time, 

Lehman decided being a volunteer offi cer would be the perfect 
thing for her. 

“I considered becoming an offi cer, but I had a young child,” 
said Lehman.

Because she had a young child she chose to teach instead, 
and has now taught for 15 years. Lehman said she has always 
been a strict teacher so her last fi ve years policing has not af-
fected her teaching style, but rather complemented it.

In complimenting it she said she tries to encourage students 
to “police themselves” so she is not looking over her shoulder 
all the time.  She wants to counsel her students about better 
behavior. 

“I constantly have to stay positive in order to not burn out. 
Burning out is a major downside of being a cop,” said Leh-
man. “Dealing with criminals all the time you start to develop 
a negative view toward people as a whole.”

Lehman said the majority of the criminals she arrests in the 
New Albany area are charged with OWI (operating while in-
toxicated) and battery.  While she has never arrested a current 
student she said she has “dealt” with many former students 

that she has taught.
Lehman also works events such as Harvest Homecoming and Thun-

der Over Louisville. 
At Thunder she directs traffi c in the downtown Jeffersonville area 

after 9 p.m. at night.
Between her fi ve-year experience in volunteer policing and 15 years of 

teaching one thing has stayed constant: her devotion to what is right.
When asked about her favorite aspect of police work Lehman said, “I 

just like helping people.”

Fun Facts>>

Biggest pet peeve:
People who are not polite

Favorite Song:
"What a Wonderful World"

What she likes about 
teaching:

Teaching people things 
they do not know

How many years as a 
volunteer police officer:

 Five years

English teacher Karen Lehman teaches by day and 
ensures public safety by night
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