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Students struggle with rising gas prices

Although it is often talked about, it is a sub-
ject that never wears down because no matter 
what reaction people may have to the rising 
gas prices, it impacts everybody.

It affects almost all FC students that drive --  
whether you are a teenager that does not pay 
for your gas or you are a teenager always driv-
ing on empty because your minimum wage job 
just does not cut it with the $3.99 per gallon gas 
prices. The high gas prices inhibit us all from 
doing some of the things we would like to do.

“Since the gas prices have gone up so much, I 
can’t see my dad as much as I’d like to, because 
he lives in Indianapolis,” said junior Alyson 
Yagle.

Depending on the car you drive and the way 
you obtain your gas money, gas prices may af-
fect you differently.  

Radio/TV teacher Tim Dench has three cars 
he can drive accordingly to the price of gas.  He 
has a van for his video company, a BMW sports 
car, and a Honda Fit.  

Dench said his company van gets about 12 
miles per gallon, his BMW gets about 23 miles 
per gallon, and his Honda Fit gets about 35 per 
gallon.  He said the problem with gas is that 
too many people are opting for “gas guzzlers” 
over small, fuel-effi cient cars.

“As long as we keep buying gas guzzling 
cars they’ll keep making them.  We need to 
start buying more fuel-effi cient cars,” said 
Dench.

It is not only adults who fall victim to pay-
ing high prices.  Students who work and are 
required to pay for their own gas may suffer 
the most, because they often make signifi cantly 
less money than adults do.

“I pay for my own gas with a job that only 
gives me two days a week, so I really hate 
putting a majority of my check into my gas 
tank,” said junior Genni Andres.

As most people are quick to blame the 
government for these high prices, the ongoing 
confl icts in the Middle East control it more than 
the government can.

“The government can’t do anything about it.  
It’s about how much the world is demanding 
and supplying,” said senior Garrett Shanks.

Some say the best thing to do is give the oil 
companies less attention until the prices de-
crease again.  Dench said although prices are at 
an all-time high, so is the oil companies profi ts.

“We’ve always had issues, but sometimes we 
use them for artifi cial excuses,” he said.

Kimberly Humphries
Staff reporter

As prices increase due to conflicts overseas, students and 
staff express their concerns about how they manage expenses
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