
Tonight at 7 p.m. the Highlander 
baseball team will take on the Prov-
idence Pioneers in a local rivalry.  

The Highlanders come into to-
night’s game looking to build some 
momentum towards the end of the 
season. The Pioneers will look to 
take home a victory against their ri-
val in the Highlanders.  

Senior outfi elder Anthony Sneed 
said they need to continue to limit 
mistakes on defense in order to beat 
the Pioneers and win as the season 
progresses. 

“We need to stop making errors 
in the fi eld.  Other than that, we are 
playing well,” said Sneed.

While all regular season games 
are important for the overall team 
record and conference standing, the 
rivalry between these two teams 
makes it more than just a game.  The 
Pioneers and Highlanders are two 
schools separated by only 13 miles, 
and the overall athletic accomplish-
ments of both programs are im-
mense.  Head coach Casey LaDuke 
said it is the location and athletic 

prominence of the two schools that 
makes the rivalry great.

“Because of the proximity and the 
success of the schools, it becomes 
a natural rivalry.  Also, because of 
the athletes. As incoming freshmen, 
students have a decision to make 
either to attend there or here,” said 
LaDuke.

The Highlanders’ bats have been a  
positive early in the season.  Sneed 
said the team’s ability to get on base 
has been a positive this season.

“Our team batting average is 
good and that always helps win 
games,” said Sneed.

LaDuke agreed with Sneed that 
the great hitting for the Highland-
ers has been a key this season.

“Right now we have really hit the 
ball well.  We have scored over fi ve 
runs per game but one game,” said 
LaDuke.

LaDuke said the team’s greatest 
attribute is its overall varsity expe-
rience.

“We nearly returned every starter 
from last year’s team,” said LaDuke. 
“Senior Garrett Shanks has gotten 
off to a great start defensively and 
offensively.”
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SENIOR MATT POWERS throws the ball as he 
pitches  against the Northfield Norsemen on April 6.
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Local baseball rivalry continues tonight>>


