
  It seems like individuals just are not buying 
station wagons anymore, and I just do not get 
it. Why not buy a wagon? They look nice, hold 
nearly as much as a small SUV, and drive like a 
car. 

On top of that, there have been some pretty im-
pressive wagons to grace the streets of the Unit-
ed States. Wagons like the 300 horsepower Volvo 
V70R, 280 horsepower Saab Turbo-X, 340 horse-
power Audi S4 Avant,  and the end-all-be-all 580 
horsepower Audi RS6 Avant just to name a few 

of the hyped-up long hatches. All these bad boys 
top out at speeds that make some coupes quiver 
in their little high performance tires.  

Furthermore, have you ever tried to fi t a lad-
der in a Chevrolet Corvette? Probably not, but 
I can tell you right now, it is not an easy task. 
However, it is pretty easy to slide one into the 
back of a 540 horsepower Cadillac CTS-V wagon 
that is powered by the same 6.2 liter V8 you fi nd 
in a Corvette. Plus, you get three more seats. 

Okay, this might be a stretch, but not a big one. 
I am not telling you to go out and buy a station 
wagon over a Corvette (I am a huge fan of Cor-
vettes), but I am trying to say this: if you have 
your heart set on buying a car like a Corvette, 
but you have a family or need a larger cargo 
space, do not settle on buying something like a 

Suburban, Expedition, or Pilot, as good as they 
are, but instead buy the car that has nearing the 
performance of the Corvette with similar space 
to the bigger alternatives. 

Now, if being able to lap the Nurburgring 
in eight minutes is not very important to you, 
but say, fuel economy and space is, this is really 
where the wagon really shines. 

For example, a four-cylinder Saab 9-5 Sport-
Combi ("Sport Wagon" in Saab language) can 
achieve over 30 MPG on the highway while 
putting down up to 260 horsepower, and carry-
ing 70 cubic feet of your belongings. 

And the station wagon mentioned above is  
a pretty big one. Some smaller station wagons, 
like say a 2012 Ford Focus wagon that can get up 
to 40 MPG and features nearly 45 cubic feet of 
cargo space with the rear seat folded fl at. 

Also, if you are like me and drive on narrow 
roads quite often, a wide SUV can be a little in-
timidating. When I take an Escalade or a Subur-
ban down Old Vincennes, I fi nd myself hugging 
the center line to avoid taking out a mailbox, 
or destroying my passenger side mirror, which 
seems to stick out two miles from the car.

Although, I can hear someone saying it now, 
"But I need ground clearance and four wheel 
drive for snow!" No, you really do not, but if 
you say you have to have it, get a Subaru Out-
back. Simple as that. High ground clearance, 
AWD, stability control, etc. That is all you need 
for snow. 

I know a lot of people cannot get over the soc-
cer-mom stigma of a station wagon. I also know 
that many people may not like the looks of most 
wagons, and if that applies to you, I want you to 
go to Google images and search the following: 
2012 Cadillac CTS-V Wagon, Audi RS6 Avant, 
and Mercedes C63 AMG Wagon, and see if you 
still think they are just for moms to drive the kids 
to practice. 

So what is there not to love about a station 
wagon? I cannot think of anything.

I drive a sedan right now, but I would be ly-
ing if I told you that I was not considering a nice 
used six-speed Audi S4 Wagon for my next car. 
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Wagons provide perfect medium
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