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Orchestra performs pop classics

Most will agree last night’s concert was not a 
typical concert. Because the theme was “Out of 
this World,” students played songs such as “Fly 
Me to the Moon,” by Frank Sinatra and “Some-
where,” from West Side Story. Needless to say, 
the POPS concert this year was anything but or-
dinary.

Like all concerts, orchestra director Doug 

Elmore made sure his students were well pre-
pared. When it came to the POPS concert, he 
had a different technique he used.

“I carefully identify trouble spots in music 
and work with the students until they become 
more comfortable,” said Elmore.

Although the songs all shared a common 
theme, the songs Elmore picked have a purpose 
and are not random. The group also played 
some of their contest pieces from this year.

“The cello section is probably the best we’ve 
ever had, and the contest piece by Shostakovich 
has a huge cello feature. It is cool because the 
piece is really deep for high schoolers,” said El-
more.

With every concert there are challenges in-
volved. Elmore said their biggest challenge was 
learning all the music in tune at a level accept-
able for an orchestra as good as this one.

If asked to pick one particular part of the 
POPS concert students like best, most share the 
same opinion.

“[My favorite part] is the music. We get a 
chance to relax just a little and have fun play-
ing,” said sophomore Tasman Payne, who 
plays the violin.

Other students have a different opinion  
based on the same concept.

“I like getting to play different songs from 
movies that aren’t just classical. Also it helps to 
bring in more audience members, because not 
everyone is interested in classical music, but 
they may be interested in Star Wars,” said sen-
ior Sydney Shelton, another violinist.

While some people are not into classical music, 
the POPS concert allowed people to expierence 
music on another level in an effortless, easy way. 

“A lot of non-musicians think they don’t  like 
classical music because it hasn’t been intro-
duced to them in a way that makes sense and a 
POPS concert is a painless way to introduce it,” 
said Elmore.  
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FRESHMAN LAYNE HARTMAN AND SOPHOMORES SIDNEY FARMER AND GRANT OLDHAM practice the second movement 
from Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony during their seventh-period orchestra class. 
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