
While some people may use their Twit-
ter accounts to express themselves, 
senior Erika Hunter has a much 

more classical way of showing her thoughts. She 
puts her thoughts and feelings into the form of 
paintings, and she has received quite a bit of crit-
ical acclaim for these expressive works.

Hunter’s expression through art fi rst began as 
a child, when she was introduced to animated 
Disney movies. She said aside from just watch-
ing the movie she would also attempt to draw 
the characters. These cartoons and animations, 
according to Hunter, are what fi rst peaked her 
interest in art.

When Hunter joined a drawing class in her 
freshman year of high school, it was clear that 
she was not an ordinary artist, as reported by art 

teacher Susan Higdon.
“When she was only a freshman, she was al-

ready making art that was on level with some of 
my seniors,” said Higdon.

Hunter focuses mainly on painting, specifi cal-
ly oil painting, as well as digital painting through 
use of Photoshop. She loves drawing cartoons, 
but also draws many other things, including 
landscapes and motion-capture paintings.

Hunter has now, in her senior year, had a lot 
of experience with art. She has taken an art class 
each year of her high school career, and has also 
attended a pre-college course at Ringling School 
of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL. Higdon said 
she knows this will allow Hunter to go far in life.

“No matter what career you pursue, even if 
it isn’t an art career, people with artistic back-
grounds will always have a bigger advantage 
than someone without,” said Higdon.

Hunter has already received acclaim for her 
works. She has won over 11 awards in the past 

four years alone, including the highly regarded 
Gold Key award at the Scholastic Art Show in 
2011.

“The only way to become a better artist is to 
aways keep drawing. Even if you want to be a 
painter, drawing is one of the foundations of 
art,” said Hunter.

Despite all of her recognition and praise, 
Hunter is not afraid to admit that painting can 
be extremely diffi cult. 

“Just like writers have writer’s block, art-
ists have artist’s block. When I’m stuck in this 
rut, I can stare at a blank page for what seems 
like hours without an idea of what to draw. I’ve 
learned that sometimes you just have to step 
away from your art and fi nd some inspiration by 
going out and having fun,” said Hunter.

Although it may be diffi cult, Hunter has pro-
duced works that have impressed many people, 
and she will only continue to impress people in 
the future. Getting people to see her works is 
what Hunter said she enjoys. 

“I can express myself through my artwork. 
Plus, I can show people the way I see the world 
through my eyes with my paintings.”

Artist gains recognition
Chase Gosman and Nathan Hemminger
Staff reporters

Photo by: Chase Gosman/ the Bagpiper

SENIOR ERIKA HUNTER focuses on her newest painting during her second-period study hall.<<
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