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New position arrives last minute

Last month a new position opened up known 
as the dean of students. Joe Voelker was a math 
teacher for 10 years at FC and recently moved 
up to dean of students. Meanwhile, math teacher 
Stuart Book takes over Voelker’s old position. 

The dean position shares many of the same re-
sponsibilities as the assistant principal in charge 
of student development, includ-
ing dealing with student attend-
ance, instilling discipline and as-
sisting with campus safety.

The position was changed last 
minute from the assistant princi-
pal in charge of student develop-
ment to the dean position. 

At the end of the year the dean 
position will eventually turn into 
the assistant principal in charge 
of student development, which 
Voelker will apply for.      

 The dean position is not an administrative 
position, it is on the same contract as teachers. 
Also, there are certain things that the dean is not 
required to do, such as going to sporting events 
and evaluating teachers. 

 Voelker gave up coaching girls’ basketball two 
years ago to focus on his graduate classes at IU 
Bloomington in hopes of getting his principal’s 
license in administrative leadership. He soon 
may want to focus on getting his doctorate de-
gree as well.  

“Coaching is much like this new job because 
you have to make many decisions on the spot, 
deal with parents, and confl icts that happen in 
your team,” said Voelker.   

    Principal Janie Whaley 
said the addition of the dean’s 

position has changed some 
of the responsibilities of ad-
ministrators.

“The issue is that the dean 
is not required to do certain 
things, and since we don’t 
have an assistant principal 
in charge of student devel-
opment, Mr. Willman and 
I have to take on other re-
sponsibilities, which makes 

it hard,” said Whaley.
Voelker and Book are getting used to their new 

students and jobs while Whaley and Willman are 
taking on extra responsibilites until the new po-
sition is fi lled in the fall. 

Since the dean position opened up, former math teacher Joe Voelker is adjusting to the new job
and seeking a future position as the assistant principal in charge of student development
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Meet Joe Voelker

Joe Voelker: "I worked at 

Providence for one year, 

Presentation Academy for 

seven years, and this is my 

tenth year at FC."

Bagpiper: 
Where have you 

previously taught?

BP: What is your favorite part of your job?

JV: "I like interacting with kids and 

trying to make a difference for the better."

BP: What do you want to
improve on in the future? 

JV: "One thing I want to improve on is 

parent-student communication and help 

create a safe environment so 

students can learn and that will 

increase student performance."
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