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Although they did not kill at Gurs, the conditions 
were less than favorable.  The Jews were packed 
into small, wooden barracks with straw beds.  Food 
was scarce which led to little nutrition.  Gross re-
called times in the middle of the night when he 
would wake up to have to go to the restroom, but 
was not allowed, forcing him to urinate in his bed 
and sleep in it.

“[The Holocaust] turned me into a kid that was 
fearful of harm all the time, and made me distrust 
people to the point that later on I was quite with-
drawn,” said Gross.

Gross and his family escaped the holding camp in 
July of 1940. As they were escaping, planes soared 
over them, bombing the area.  Gross remembers his 
mother throwing him in a ditch to keep him safe 
from the massive weapons.

“[The worst part was] the bombing, and being at 
the camp, not knowing if we would ever get out,” 
said Gross.

By October they found themselves in Nice, 
France.  Thousands of Jews went to Nice to hide 
out, but in Aug. of 1942, the Nazis and French be-
gan rounding up Jews that were residing in Nice to 
go to Auschwitz.  

A family friend ran to tell Gross’ father that the 
following morning, the Nazis were going to raid 
the hotel the Gross family lived in, the family friend 
found this out from a police man.  The Gross family 
once again had to do what it took to survive and 
fi nd somewhere new to hide.

They stayed with a Catholic family for about six 
weeks.  Gross went to a Catholic school for part 
of his stay. The Gross family knew they could not 
stay there for long, so they went to a nun convent, 
where they made arrangements for several families 
to escape into Switzerland, a safe place.

All the families were hoping to cross into Swit-

zerland and cross into a better life.  When they fi -
nally reached the Switzerland border, the guards 
were cruel.  They told the families that anyone who 
could not prove that they had family in Switzerland 
could not cross over. Luckily, Gross’ grandmother 
lived in Switzerland, so they were able to go across.  
They lived with his grandmother until 1946, when 
they moved to America, it was very diffi cult for his 
parents to adjust.  In fact, Gross said, they never 
really did. This made it diffi cult for Gross because 
he did not know where he fi t in in his new environ-
ment.

“I didn’t know if I would make the transition, be-
cause they couldn’t.  My brothers and I really had 
to fend for ourselves,” said Gross.

Gross eventually made the transition he was so 
worried about failing.  He went on to college, and 
later became a reporter.  He also wrote a book about 
his experience called One Step Ahead.

“I came through it. I grew up,” said Gross.
Gross’ mission is to teach students to be aware of 

the hatred of the Holocaust.  He hopes that when 
students see injustice they will not be bystanders, 
but rather take action.  He said that too many peo-
ple were bystanders during the Holocaust, they 
were too afraid to tell the Nazis that what they 
were doing was wrong.

He travels to schools to share his story and 
spread the word.  Next Thursday, juniors will get 
the chance to hear him speak of his experiences 
during the Holocaust Assembly. 

Gross hopes society will grow from the knowl-
edge of such terrible events but he fears that society 
has not learned from the past based on what is go-
ing on around the world today. 

“There are still tyrants in this world that want 
to destroy, and we fi nd ourselves kind of helpless.  
I’m not sure we have learned that much.”

[ KAREN LEHMAN

English teacher [

“
“

Night provides 
students with a 
personal account 
of a historical 
event.


