
utes, she went outside to observe 
the damage. 

“There had been softball-sized 
hail that had made like mole holes 
deep in the ground,” said Edmis-
ton.

Power was off for over 24 hours 
and cable, phones, and internet are 
still not working. Edmiston said 
those downtown have no way to 
know where supplies are because 
they have no way to communicate.

“The hardest part is not really 
knowing because we are so cut off.”

Aside from damage to homes, 
Henryville Elementary and High 
School are destroyed.

“The school is in total devasta-
tion. The top fl oor is gone, the gym 
is missing a wall. There are cars in-
side the school. Buses were thrown 
everywhere. It is completely unrec-
ognizable,” said Coats.

School was cancelled this past 
week for Henryville, as offi cials try 
to decide where to put the students. 
One option is fi ltering them into 
other school systems. Another is us-
ing trailers as classrooms.

“We have no supplies, at all. I 
don’t understand how they’re go-
ing to do it. If a house isn’t there, 
how do you pick up a student for 
school?” said Coats.

Edmiston and Coats both hold 
the bus drivers in high regard for 
taking care of their kids.

“The bus drivers could have 
made other choices, but they did 
their best to get the kids to safety,” 
said Edmiston.

Now that the damage is done, re-
lief and clean-up crews are trying to 
evaluate and supply. 

Southeast Christian’s Country 
Lake is providing lodging and part-
nering with Red Cross, which pro-
vides shelter and counseling.

“We have 344 beds available. We 
provide hot meals for dinner and 
breakfast,” said Country Lake ex-
ecutive director Ross Knecht.

As of Monday, over 100 people 
had taken lodgings at Country 
Lake.

“What we need now are twin bed 
sheets, pillows and sleeping bags. 
We do not need any more clothes. 
We have clothes warehoused like 
you couldn’t believe,” said Knecht.

Knecht has witnessed much of 
the damage and hopes people will 
seek help. 

“It’s like Ground Zero. I saw one 
family carrying everything they 
owned in a white trash bag,” he 
said.

Knecht also said the commu-
nity has united and come together, 
which he said has been incredible.

Country Lake is working along-
side Samaritan’s Purse, Metro Unit-
ed Way, and Volunteer Organiza-
tion After Disaster (VOAD). 
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Pieces of the road were found in nearby fields after being completely destroyed by the storms.<<


