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Last week’s severe storms created several dev-
astating tornadoes that have Southern Indiana 
recovering and reaching out to others a week lat-
er. One F4 tornado was produced, causing severe 
damage in places across Indiana. This tornado 
was on the ground for 52 miles and spanned 150 
yards. A second smaller tornado followed. 

Several schools released early while others 
held for an extended period of time. FC was 
released at the normal time, 2:26, and all after-
school activities were cancelled. Students fi led 
into buses and crowded the student parking lot. 
Around 2:30, tornado sirens sounded, which 
caused some to rush to the ROTC basement.

Spanish teacher Amanda Ford was one person 
who went to the basement for safety. 

“All of the offi ces were closed. One main hall-
way and one classroom were open...we were 
there for about an hour,” said Ford. 

Others were stuck in traffi c in the parking lot.
“The tornado sirens sent everyone into a pan-

ic. We actually ended up getting out a lot slower 
than we would have on a normal day,” said sen-
ior Max Smith. 

The storms seemed to go around Floyds Knobs; 
however, many areas in Indiana received severe 

damage. Pekin, Henryville, Borden and Marys-
ville are just four towns that were devastated by 
these tornadoes.

Henryville Elementary PTO president Melinda 
Coats, parent of three, said the tornado missed 
her house by a mile or so.

“I met my kids and took them off the bus at 
Reese Wholesale and we took off towards the 
house. We got into the garage and headed for 
the basement and I turned and saw what looked 
like a fl ock of birds or something, then I realized 
there was a tornado over there.”

After two tornadoes passed by their house, 
Coats decided to see if it was clear.

“Once it passed, we went down the road to 
see how everyone was. On the hill, trees were 
snapped and there was metal everywhere.”

Coats actually lives outside of downtown 
Henryville. Those that lived in the downtown 
area received much more damage. 

Edmiston lives downtown and all of her house 
windows and car windows are shattered.

“It’s eerie because my windows are boarded 
up now, so I have to go outside to see the dam-
age,” she said.

For Edmiston, Friday began like any other day. 

She had come home from her son’s six-month 
checkup and had heard about storm predictions.

“When the sirens began going off, I started 
to panic because the storm was supposed to hit 
right when my kids usually get off the bus. I 
didn’t know if they let school out early or held 
them or what. I didn’t know anything,” she said. 

Her kids arrived home from the bus eight min-
utes earlier than usual and the bus driver warned 
her not to go outside. 

“We have no basement, so we got in the tub. 
The lights went out after the fi rst one hit.”

Two tornadoes hit the area. Because power 
was out, Edmiston and others could not predict 
when the second storm was supposed to hit.

“The second one hit and the whole house start-
ed shaking, windows crashing, the kids were 
screaming. I strapped my baby to me and held 
onto my kids thinking, ‘At least, you know, we 
go together’.”

Edmiston thought they would die during the 
second wave of storms.

“I started to pray and I was thinking, ‘I’m 
about to see God, I don’t think we’re going to 
make it’.”

After staying in the bathroom for 20 more min-
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“The 
tornado 

sirens sent 
everyone 

into a 
panic. “

Max Smith 
Senior
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A flipped car lies in the parking lot of the Henryville High School. <<

More
ONLINE

>> Go online for a list of ways to help the 

tornado victims, plus more photos
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