
Freshman Madeleine Kemp stands pre-
cariously on a ladder as she attaches and 
fi xes lights on the stage for Seussical the 

musical. She has been here all day, getting to school early in 
the morning and leaving past 9 at night to help get every-
thing ready for opening night.

Kemp is a second generation techie, deciding to join theatre 
after watching her older brother, Caleb Kemp, do it for two 
years.

“He seemed to like it a lot and it looked like fun. And I 
don’t really like being in front of people, so, back-staging! It’s 
also helped me because he’ll tell me how to do something,” 
said Kemp.

Kemp’s brother is not the only one to help her in tech. Jun-
ior Cherish Curry helps Kemp as she teaches her how to han-
dle lights for shows, which she enjoys doing the most. Out 
of all the techies, however, Kemp hopes to be like senior Art 
Ordonez.

 “She has huge shoes to fi ll being that she is Caleb’s sister. 
She seems to understand both how much fun tech can be as 
well as how much work is necessary to make it all worth-
while,” said Ordonez.

 Kemp’s favorite show done by FC was Drowsy Chaperone 
(put on last year as a joint production between FC and New 
Albany High School), and her favorite show to have worked 
was her fi rst show, A Christmas Carol.

“Since [A Christmas Carol] was my fi rst show and it was a 
really big show; I guess I just though I did a good job on it. I 
really like Christmas Carol,” said Kemp.

Kemp dedicates hours of her free time to painting, build-
ing, learning lights, and working on deck (moving thins such 
as furniture and props on and off the stage). She stays after 
school at least once or twice a week for at least two to three 
hours and also comes in on the weekends for work sessions.

“You have to know it’s a lot of work. You have to want 
to do it, if not your just wasting your time. You have to like 
theater. Anyone can do it, you just have to want to. When it 
gets close to show time it gets really stressful and you don’t 
get a lot of sleep,” said Kemp.

Kemp will continue pouring into her passion and building 
a name of her own these next three years, just as her brother 
did. She loves knowing that she is a main reason a show runs 
smoothly and the feeling of accomplishment.

“Tech kind of gives you a place to be yourself and gives 
you purpose. Without tech I’m boring, I don’t do anything. 
Tech kind of gives you a life,” said Kemp.
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FRESHMAN MADELEINE KEMP takes a quick break during Seussical rehearsals 
on the Feb. 29 dress rehersal.
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