
As spring approaches, the boys’ 
track team is getting ready to kick 
off a new season.  Athletes have 
been working hard conditioning 
through winter, and practice began 
on Valentine’s Day.  Coach Lane Ox-
ley, who has been with FC track and 
fi eld for 11 years, is prepping the 
team for success.  After graduating 
some valuable athletes, FC has to 
make a recovery.

“We lost a sectional champion 
pole vaulter, and two seniors. Those 
are some spots that have to be re-
loaded,” said Oxley.

According to senior Andrew 
Archer, there are many talented 
candidates to fi ll in the gaps, includ-

ing seniors Kyle Bramble, Matt Rue, 
Austin Wirth, and Jesse Hamilton.

“All of the members of our track 
team have their strengths, but 
these are the guys I feel stand out 
the most, and have been dedicated 
since freshman year,” said Archer.

Not being able to participate last 
season, Archer is looking forward 
to making a comeback.

“I missed almost 30 days of school 
last year (due to acute lymphaden-
tis).  It was tough not being able to 
do anything physically for such a 
long time and watching all of my 
friends perform,” said Archer.

Coach Oxley is looking forward 
to seeing what Archer can do.

“I’m excited to see what he can 
bring to the table, coming back 
from last season. He had some good 

marks,” said Oxley.
To overcome stiff competition this 

year FC plans on improving in sev-
eral events.

“Hopefully we can excel in the 
relays.  They’re a big factor in how 
well the team does.  Another game 
changer is if we fi ll those holes, we 
lost Brock Slavens, our best sprinter, 
and Cory Portwood, we need to re-
load those slots,” said Oxley.

At the end of the day, success 

comes to athletes through similar 
outlets.

“It takes hard work everyday, 
motivation from your teammates, 
and a constant desire for becoming 
better,” said senior Quinton Miller.

Archer’s formula for success is in 
sync with Miller’s.

“Hard work, dedication, organi-
zation, and most importantly keep-
ing the mental drive it takes to be 
the best in your event,” said Archer.
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Boys’ track prepares for a run at a sectional championship
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SOPHOMORE GABRIEL KENNEDY runs during practice after school.<<


