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The Highlander baseball team 
is starting their preparation for 
their upcoming season.  This sea-
son the Highlanders will be an 
experienced team, as they are re-
turning a lot of their top perform-
ers and key players from last year 
such as juniors Connor Curry and 
Derek Despain and seniors Tanner 
Wortham, Evan Pearce, and An-
thony Sneed.  Sneed said the team 
has many strengths coming in to 
this year.

“The strengths will be our hit-
ting, our defense, and our chem-
istry because we have played so 
long together,” said Sneed.

While retaining the majority of 
their roster from last season, the 
Highlanders will lose a few key 
pieces.  The Highlanders lost Joe 
Murphy, Tyler Barnes, and Patrick 
Knight to graduation last year, 
with Knight perhaps being the 
biggest loss as he was the number 
one starter for the pitching staff.  
Pearce said the importance of los-
ing those seniors is signifi cant.

“Patrick was easily our best 
pitcher, and Joe and Tyler were 
good as well,” said Pearce.

While the Highlanders’ bats and 
experience are positives, they also 
have some areas to focus on.  Head 

coach Casey LaDuke said pitching 
will be an area of focus as the season 
begins.

“Our pitching staff is inexperi-
enced.  Two of our senior pitchers, 
Evan Pearce and Jordan Thompson, 
missed last year because of injuries.  
Our two pitchers returning from last 
year’s team with the most varsity ex-
perience will be senior Matt Powers 
and junior Cody Sunderhaus,” said 
LaDuke.

Pearce agreed with LaDuke that 
the pitching must improve.

“We have good pitching, but we do 
not have enough right now.  It could 
be a strength, though, at the end of 
the year,” said Pearce.

The Hoosier Hills Conference is 
full of talented teams along with 
the Highlanders.  The New Albany 
Bulldogs are led by their star play-
ers Jordan Striegel and Josh Rogers.  
The Jeffersonville Red Devils also 
will look to challenge the Highland-
ers for the HHC crown.  LaDuke said 
the Bulldogs and the Red Devils are 
two teams with skill on offense and 
defense, and Pearce said they will 
be the biggest challenge to the High-
landers in their quest to win a confer-
ence and sectional championship.

“Both are loaded with talent.  They 
will be tough to beat,” said Pearce.
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SENIOR ANTHONY SNEED follows through on his swing during batting practice after school.<<


