
After  fi nishing in fourth place at state last sea-
son without any senior leadership, this year’s 
girls’ tennis team has high hopes for the upcom-
ing season.  

The Lady Highlanders return this season as a 
young team that has plenty of varsity 
experience  from last season, and they 
hope to win not only a Hoosier Hills 
Conference championship, but a sec-
tional title as well.  

Coach Rick Miller said his team has  
a good shot at accomplishing their 
goals.

“I think we have a pretty good 
chance,” said Miller.

Senior Chelsea Shackelford said the girls are 
prepared for  the pressure and anything else the 
long season brings to them.

“This year we know what the pressure is like 
and we’re more prepared,” said Shackelford.

Senior Carmen Schreiber said the biggest 
strength on the team is their overall experience 
from playing in different tournaments year-
round.

“The players  on the team work hard all year-
round and play tournaments, which gives us 
match experience,” said Schreiber. 

Shackelford and her fellow seniors Kadey 
Welch and Schreiber make up the three lone re-
turning seniors on this young but experienced 
Lady Highlanders team.  Despite the overall 
youth on the team, Miller said they will be fi ne 

leading the team and 
they will contribute 
to the team winning 
matches.

“All three of those 
girls have outstanding 
leadership qualities,” 
said Miller. 

Welch said the over-
all talent on the team is 
impressive and young-

er players will contribute and ultimately help the 
team in the long run during the season.

“We have a lot of talented incoming fresh-
men,” she said.

Although they are anticipating an excellent 
season, the girls noted that there is always room 
for improvement on the court. Both Welch and 
Shackelford want to work on their mental game. 

Shackelford mentioned she does not want to lose 
confi dence  when things do not go as planned.

 A positive mental attitude and high expecta-
tions is something the team always strives for.

“We always try to shoot for the top,” said Mill-
er.

Schreiber said the Lady Highlanders’ biggest 
competition for a state championship this season 
should come from Evansville and Carmel.

“Evansville and Carmel, they are stacked with 
awesome players,” said Schreiber.

Despite having a younger team with more jun-
iors and sophomores than seniors, Shackelford 
said all of their underclassmen will contribute to 
the overall team success this year, and those un-
derclassmen’s performance this year is crucial.

“We have a lot of juniors but all around we 
have players of all grades that will contribute to 
the team,” added Schreiber.

This year the girls’ are  confi dent that they will 
have a successful season. The coaches’ attitude 
gives the girls confi dence, as Shackelford simply 
put, “This is our year.” 

The Lady Highlanders will open up their sea-
son at Jasper on April 3.  The match will be at 
Jasper and will begin at 5:30 p.m.
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Girls’ tennis plans to use experience to win title

Evan Spears
Staff reporter

With the entire roster back, the Lady Highlanders tennis team looks to take home a state title>>

Important Games
April. 3

April. 4

April. 7

April. 19

April. 24

April. 26

May. 1

May. 7-11

May. 16-18

Jasper

Assumption

Big 4 Invitational

Sacred Heart Academy

Jeffersonville

New Albany

Castle

Hoosier Hills Conference

Sectionals

Away

Home

Home

Away

Home

Home

Away

TBA

Home
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This year we know what the 
pressure is like and we’re 
more prepared.

CHELSEA SHACKELFORD
Senior
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