
When we are young and in love, people are 
quick to judge us and say that it will never last.  
They say we are too young to know what love 
is.  They tell us that we have the rest of our lives 
to fi nd someone that we want to spend the rest 
of our lives with.  But what if you know the per-
son you will spend the rest of your life with right 
now?

My sister is 19, as is her fi ancée.  They got en-
gaged on this past New Year’s Eve, and no one 
believes it can work out.  He is currently on base 
as a Marine outside of St. Louis, Missouri.  I have 
heard everyone from her friends to our family 
tell her that it is never going to last. 

Time and time again, I hear these arguments 
and they all have the basic statements: “You’re 
only 19, you may not have even met the per-
son you’re supposed to spend your whole life 
with yet!” Or maybe the person she is supposed 
to be with is the man that calls her every night 
anticipating to marry her.  “It’s never going to 
work out with him being in the Marines, you’ll 
never see him, and you’ll hate that.” Or maybe 
she loves him so much that she is willing to put 
aside her personal wishes to be with him. “You 
all will get divorced within less than a year.  Mar-
rying your high school sweetheart never has a 
happy ending.” Or maybe they will be together 
longer than the person saying this stayed with 
their spouse.

If there is one thing I admire my sister for, it is 
how well she has dealt with everyone’s negativ-
ity.  She ignores the doubts and brushes all the 
hurtful comments off her shoulders.  She never 
complains about her situation.   She knows being 
19 and engaged to a Marine is not ideal, but she 
also knows that she would have a diffi cult time 
being happy without her fi ancée in her life.

I think that is what love is really all about.  
Caring so much about someone that throughout 
anyone’s doubt you can still keep your chin up at 
the end of the day, because you know you have 
something that they cannot take away from you.  
Love is when your faith is so strong in your sig-
nifi cant other and in yourself, that no words can 
shake you of it.  It is when you care about some-
one else’s happiness and well-being more than 
you care about your own.

There are a million “what ifs” in life.  But to 
second guess your love for someone is to second 
guess the basic principle of love.  

I am a strong believer in “what is meant to be, 
will always fi nd its way,” but at some point, we 
have to accept that we do not always get a sec-
ond chance at love. Once you lose it, it is hard to 
get it back.

If there is someone out there better for my sis-
ter than her fi ancée, I hope she fi nds him.  But it 
is hard for me to imagine her being happier with 
anyone than she is with him.  They have been 
judged and criticized for just about every aspect 
of their relationship.  They grew up in different 
areas, with different family backgrounds and 
are different races.  He left for boot camp, and 
no one expected her to wait for him.  When he 
came back and asked her to marry him, no one 
could believe she would get married so young to 
someone who could get sent off to war within a 
few months.

Love is all about facing the obstacles life throws 
at you. Anyone can give up and throw their rela-
tionship away, but getting through the obstacles 
is what makes love worth it in the end, because 
anything worth having, is worth fi ghting for.
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‘Puppy love’ withstands years 
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