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As soon as the bell rang at 2:26 last Friday, stu-
dents made a bee-line for the door. It was not 
because they were looking forward to the 

weekend, but because of the impending storms.
The parking lot became a 

warzone as students tried to 
maneuver their cars during 
the sounding tornado sirens. 
Other students piled into 
their buses, while some just 
waited outside for their late 
bus. The remaining students 
were rushed into the ROTC 
basement.

The result was a disorga-
nized and possibly danger-
ous situation that could have 
been avoided.

Schools like Christian 
Academy of Indiana were 
released early and all Uni-
versity of Louisville eve-
ning classes were cancelled, 
ensuring their students and 
staff had plenty of time to 
safely get home before the 
weather. Charlestown decid-
ed to hold their students so 
they could safely take cover 
in the school.

The only precaution taken 
by New Albany-Floyd Coun-
ty schools seemed to be can-
celing all after-school activi-
ties.

Students and teachers alike had been talking and 
worrying about the threatening storms all day. The 
idea of  having a plan of action, or at least more safety 
precautions for this sort of a emergency, is not frivolous 
or irrational. The safety of students, faculty and staff  

should be the fi rst priority.
On any other occasion, our corporation has a proce-

dure for storm emergencies, but last Friday it seemed 
like this was not the case. NAFC schools should have 
dismissed students early or held them for safety. The 
decision to release as normal refl ects poorly on our 
school corporation, especially since local schools were 
damaged.

The students safely evacuated to the basement not 
only were rushed in, but had no way of contacting 

arriving parents once in the 
basement. Parents arriving 
at the school to pick up their 
kids had no idea where they 
were, and in some cases, were 
forced inside to take cover as 
well. 

In addition to the high 
school mess, Highland Hills 
was crowded with parents 
not allowed to take their kids 
home early. Following dis-
missal, remaining students 
were bused home in the thick 
of the storm. Some drivers 
were forced to evacuate their 
students into local basements 
in the middle of their routes.

Instead of a race to safety, 
NAFC schools should have 
met and found a solution, be 
it dismissing early or detain-
ing students until it was safe.

Regardless of how we 
should have handled it dif-
ferently, the community has 
handled the disaster well. The 
generosity of the FC theater 
department, Student Council, 
and other students and orga-

nizations to assist those affected by last week’s torna-
does is commendable.  

We should all take a moment to refl ect on the dam-
age done in surrounding communities and be grateful 
that we were not hit, because had we been, the damage 
would surely have been great.
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Items to bring in for the
 Student Council drive:

       Cleaning Supplies

Trash bags, storage totes, cleaners, sponges, 

       School Supplies

Paper, notesbooks, pencils, pens, crayons, folders, 

staplers, tape, rulers, tissues

        Toiletries

Toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, hand 

sanitizer, towels  

        Baby Supplies

Diapers, wipes, bottles, baby food, baby clothes, 

toys, baby formula 

        Household Items

Dishes, pots and pans, blankets, towels, pillows

        Clothes

Clothes of all sizes, especially shoes and coats
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