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Paige Settles came into FC as a 
timid freshman three years ago. 
Now, as a senior, she is anything 
but timid.

“When I was a freshman, I was 
afraid to speak up and speech has 
taught me how to express myself 
better,” said Settles.

Settles fi rst heard about the 
Speech Team on the announce-
ments and thought it would be a 
great way to become more outgo-
ing. In the past three years, not only 
has Settles evolved as a person, but 
the speech team has evolved as a 
whole.

When English teacher Wallace 
Austin started the team seven years 
ago, there were only four team 

members; now there are 20. Austin 
started the team when his two sons 
attended FC and he did not think 
they were involved enough. Since 
Austin had been involved in the 
Debate Team during his high school 
career, he was surprised FC did not 
have one.

There are 15 different events that 
the Speech Team competes in. Aus-
tin said that he and the team’s other 
coach, Lesley Austin, try to match 
students up with their strengths 
and their interests. As the season 
progresses, they are fl exible to mak-
ing adjustments.

The most important thing for 
both Wallace and Settles seems to 
be that everyone has fun with it.

“The students bring their energy 
and enthusiasm and that spreads 
among the team,” said Wallace.

The team goal for the year is to 
win sectionals, which is something 
the Speech Team has never ac-
complished. For Settles, her goal is 

based on a much longer plan. Her 
freshman year she wanted to quali-
fy for state, her sophomore year she 
wanted to make it to semi-fi nals of 
state, her junior year she wanted 
to be in fi nals at state, and her sen-
ior year she wants to win the state 
championship. All of these goals 
push her to work hard.

Settles plans to continue her 
speech career even after high school 
by attending Western Kentucky 
University next fall and being a 
part of their Speech Team, which is 
number one in the country. 

She has already been a sectional 
champion twice, placed third at 
state, and went to Dallas, Texas for 
nationals and was an octo-fi nalist 
there.

“The fi rst time it was a really big 
surprise, because I didn’t expect it, 
the second time, it was just really 
great to do it again,” Settles said 
about her sectional championships.

Within her years of speech, Settles 
has evolved from a shy freshman to 
an outgoing senior. She strongly 
encourages students who are in-
terested in speech to join the team 
next year, get involved, and give it 
a chance.

Above: JUNIORS CHRISTY CHOE AND LAUREN DELUCA recite their monologues for the rest of the Speech Team 

and then later were given constructive criticism in hopes of getting better for the upcoming competitions.
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Student members currently 
participating in events:

Go to the Bagpiper website to see a video of a monologue given 

by a Speech Team member and see the rest of the list of people 

on the team[ [MORE 
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Kesley Moorefield   

Kendall Ladd

Leah Wolf

Rebecca Coryell

Chris Farris                           

Danya Sandoval                   

Jenni Fifer                            

Jessica Price
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