
Relationship timeline expressed

The day I gave up on relation-
ships was the day I saw the light of 
wisdom.  A relationship is a hard 
thing to pin down with words, but 
once I took a dispassionate view on 
the matter, I was able to understand 
male/female interactions through a 
completely new point of view.  And 
the insight I have gained from my 
observations is also the reason I will 
probably end up asexual and alone 
for the rest of my life. 

I ask you to listen to what I know, 
but others obviously do not. peo-
ple’s relationships have serious ef-
fects on the student body. Negative 
effects. The aforementioned effects 
may include but are not limited to:

Excessive social discomfort: The 
bottom line is that there is no ac-
ceptable public place for explicit 
tongue activity. Especially at res-
taurants. One may fi nd it hard to 
enjoy their chicken quesadilla when 
the pair across the table is trying to 

have a conversation with you while 
simultaneously feeling each other 
up. 

Internal frustration: Holding 
hands is cute, until you decide to 
take up the entire  hallway, walking 
so slowly, and stopping every 15 
feet to kiss. Now not only will I be 
late for class, but so will the other 
750 people stuck walking behind 
you, at which time I feel it is neces-
sary for you to please get out of my 
way now.

Teenage brains obviously lack 
the mental capacity to differentiate 
between a legitimate relationship 
and Ronnie and Sammi from “Jer-
sey Shore.” The unfortunate result 
of this is a sad combination of PDA, 
reality TV show drama, and a short-
lived marriage. The stages of this 
“relationship” can be mapped with 
the following timeline. 

Stage 1: A whirl-wind fantasy 
romance

Bob and Shelly are totally and 
completely in love. They spend 
every waking moment together and 
are so happy that they have fi nally 
found “the one” at age 15. Bob tells 
Shelly she is the most beautiful girl 

in the world. They feed each other 
chicken nuggets at lunch time, gaze 
longingly into each other’s eyes 
throughout study hall, and hold 
hands while running the mile in 
gym class. They make plans to get 
married, but then I remind them 
that they have only been dating for 
two days….Oh. 

Stage 2: Confl ict
Shelly was walking down the 

hallway with Patty, telling her a 
mercilessly dull story about Sky-
ping with Bob last night. They 
rounded the corner to fi nd Bob talk-
ing to Martha. 

“Oh my gosh, she would be talk-
ing to my boyfriend. She talks to 
every guy. It is so disgusting,” said 
Shelly in reference to Martha, the 
president of the school’s abstinence 
club. 

It all blew up when Shelly accused 
Bob of cheating and dumped him. 
Once home, she sobbed over a pic-
ture of their fi rst date and changed 
her relationship status to “single,” 
then sent Sheldon a fl irty IM in re-
taliation. It would have been their 
fi ve-day anniversary.  

Stage 3: Bitterness and hatred

Only hours ago a blissful couple, 
caught in the magic of their perfect 
romance, they now trash talk each 
other to justify their break-up. 

Shelly tells her old friends how 
controlling Bob was; always trying 
to tell her what to do. And Bob tells 
his friends that he never liked her 
anyway. She was a goody-goody, 
and Martha was way hotter. They 
completely ignore each other in the 
hallways, now practically strangers. 

Stage 4: Love conquers all
After the weekend was over, Shel-

ly was tired of being single. So she 
decided to text Bob. 

“I miss you baby. The only thing 
that could make my night better is 
to be yours again…” After a few 
minutes, Bob texted back. It is not 
like he could get anyone better any-
way. “I forgive you and miss you so 
much. I love you Shelly.” 

So then the next day at school, 
when Bob and Shelley resumed 
their post in front of the water foun-
tains before fi rst period, all of their 
friends groaned in irritation. 

“Ugh their back together again? 
This is the twelfth time this 
month…”
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