
Thanks for the nice feature in the Bagpiper.  I 
particularly enjoyed reading the comments from 
past and current students.  FC is such a special 
place and an amazing school and I’m not sure 
that others really realize that.  Having worked in 
other schools, I can honestly say that this place 
has it together.  There is an atmosphere of excel-

lence at this school that is hard to properly de-
scribe unless one has been to other schools.  Each 
summer at The International Theatre Conference 
in Nebraska I conduct workshops with teach-
ers and students from all over the country about 
maintaining a successful program.  Fortunately, 
the horror stories that I hear from so many teach-
ers and students are far removed from what we 
enjoy at FC  This is truly a school that enjoys 
excellence in academics, the arts, sports and at 
every level.  Appreciate it and cherish it because 
so many are not as fortunate.

I could not have asked for a better place to 
have ended my career in education....from the 
admistrative support, to the amazing facilities, 
community, volunteers, parents and, most im-
portantly, fantastic kids through the years.  I 

would be remiss if I didn’t include ALL my kids 
throughout the years...from those “country kids” 
with big dreams that were accomplished at my 
fi rst school; to the fantastic thespians I enjoyed 
during my seven years at Silver Creek; and the 
kids I enjoyed at Salem (although I should men-
tion that I did not teach or direct theatre dur-
ing my short time at Salem before accepting the 
Silver Creek theatre position) to, of course, the 
thousands of kids I’ve had the good fortune of 
mentoring at FC

I will miss the dailly contact, but will FINAL-
LY go on Facebook after I retire to keep up with 
things and I’ll certainly return to enjoy the shows 
from the audience’s view.  Pass my thanks on to 
Marah for the Bagpiper feature which will cer-
tainly gain a spot in my memory book.  

When Feb. 14 comes around it is not an unusu-
al thing to see single people having a very stub-
born opinion about Valentine’s Day. Most people 
feel like the holiday is only meant for people that 
are in a relationship, giving them the feeling of 
being left out. My opinion on the whole thing is 
that you do not need a signifi cant other to have a 
great time on Valentine’s Day. Here are some tips 
on how to do so:

Begin the day with a positive mindset
Wake up with the thought that it is going to be 

a great day. Go to bed earlier the night before so 
it will not be a dreadfully rushed morning. The 
outcome of the day is almost completely based 
on decisions that are made. Try to avoid social 
networking websites like Facebook and Twitter, 
seeing online PDA will just dampen your mood. 
Make it a great day or not; the choice is yours.

Exchange gifts with friends or family
Valentine’s Day is known as the day of love. 

Instead of moping around the fact that you are 
not dating anyone, think about the other people 
you love. Friends and family are always there 
for you, year round. Valentine’s Day is the per-
fect day to thank them for it.

Wear something that makes you feel 
confi dent

Just because you are single, does not mean 
that you have no one to impress. Wearing a nice 
outfi t that gives you confi dence and spending 
a little extra time getting ready in the morning 
will go a long way. It is the perfect way to boost 
the self-esteem that will help anyone walk with 
their head a little higher.

Make plans
Planning something fun to do after school will 

give you something to look forward to. Whether 
it is going shopping, eating at a nice restaurant, 
or simply hanging out with friends, it will make 
the day seem a lot more tolerable. Anything is 
better than sitting on the couch, watching chick 
fl icks all day and dwelling on the negative.

Talk to someone new
Try to take advantage of the day. If there is 

someone that you have had your eye on, Valen-
tine’s Day is the day to fi nally talk to them. You 
never know, they could end up being your val-

entine next year.
Valentine’s Day should not be thought of as a 

holiday only for people that are in relationships. 
Anybody can celebrate it, and everybody should. 
So instead of spending the day telling people 
about how you will grow up to be a lonely old 
woman with 27 cats, make the effort to have fun 
with it. 
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