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marathon with music playing in the 
background and put it on YouTube, 
it would violate SOPA,” said Uhl.

The school could possibly face le-
gal suits and have to pay the price 
for posting a video containing cop-
yrighted material.  By going on the 
web today, you can see millions of 
videos showing something similar 
to this.

“Streaming of copyrighted mate-
rial has been a problem ever since 
YouTube has been around,” said li-
brarian Pam Poe.

Everyone seems to not fully agree 
on SOPA, but they do see some 
good factors about what it wants to 
do.  The Digital Millennium Copy-
right Act (DMCA) was a similar bill 
passed in the late ‘90s.

Uhl said, “The DMCA allowed 
for more reasonable restrictions 
than SOPA did.”

In the DMCA, Congress had to 
tackle the problem of people copy-
ing tapes, VHS tapes, and DVDs 
and making money from it.  The bill 
said it was acceptable for a friend to 
give their friends mix tapes contain-
ing copyrighted music as long as 

they are not selling it to them.
Uhl, Lewie, and Nick do not think 

SOPA or other bills will be able to 
fully control the internet, or the dis-
tribution of copyrighted materials.

Another bill being currently ne-
gotiated by the U.S. and other coun-
tries is ACTA, and it is in the same 
threshold as SOPA. 

Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agree-
ment- is an agreement between 
multiple countries for the purpose 
of establishing international stand-
ards for intellectual property rights 
enforcement.  The hope is to have a 
system in place that is widespread 
to prevent any online piracy or the 
selling of counterfeit materials.

Lewie said the only problem with 
ACTA is that he does not see there 
ever being a “worldwide” agree-
ment against copyrighted/counter-
feited materials, but there could be 
several countries that do come to an 
agreement.

Although the U.S. has signed the 
ACTA bill, constant negotiations 
between them and other countries 
are happening every day.

A few other countries who have 

signed this global act are Australia, 
Canada, Japan, Morocco, New Zea-
land, Singapore, and South Korea.  
More countries will most likely sign 
this bill after further negotiations 
are completed.

The signing of the bill on Oct. 1, 
2011 went undetected by citizens 
until the recent light of what it and 
SOPA could possibly do.

With SOPA pretty much dead in 
congress, the government and the 
people will probably shift their at-
tention to ACTA and make nego-

tiations to terms the citizens would 
like to have.  Also, Americans and 
citizens of other countries are very 
concerned about how these nego-
tiations were done without their 
knowledge.  The secrecy is startling 
to some.

Time will tell how much ACTA 
will have to be modifi ed, because it 
is now being said it is going against 
certain rights.

“A bill like SOPA is like prohibi-
tion, it is a law that cannot be en-
forced,” said Uhl.
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Comparing SOPA to ACTA:
 Similarity: 
   Both threaten sites like Youtube, Facebook, and Twitter

 Differences:
   SOPA would just have sites taken off the internet

   ACTA will do that and have surveillance over everything   

        shared on the internet

   ACTA is international 

   SOPA is just in the U.S. Information provided by: IBTimes.com


