
On Jan. 18, when regular internet users logged 
onto popular sites like Google and Wikipedia 
they were startled to see that they had gone dark.

Wikipedia was not even available to online 
users, and the signature Google colors were 
masked by a black box in protest of the House Bill 
3261(SOPA).

SOPA was constructed by Con-
gressman Lamar Smith, and it was 
introduced to congress on Oct. 26, 
2011.

In the bill, property-rights hold-
ers have the ability to get sites taken 
down if it infringes on their owner-
ship.  The bill also outlines penalties 
for people streaming copyrighted 
materials.

In addition, the bill provides pen-
alties for selling counterfeit drugs, military goods, 
and consumer goods. If this is done fi ve or more 
times with six months, the criminal would receive 
a maximum sentencing of fi ve years.

However, SOPA seems to have fallen apart and 
will likely not make its way into law. Details of  
the bill had millions of people up in arms.

Those who oppose SOPA argue that it intrudes 
on rights they grew up knowing they would al-
ways have.  They believe constitutional rights 
should apply even when on the web.

Technology specialist Katrina Uhl said, “I think 
the bill is a huge infringement of First Amend-
ment rights.”

“We do not have absolute freedom of speech, 
but I can see that the bill would be,” said history 
teacher Lewie Stevens.

When it comes to the blocking and taking down 
of copyrighted material on the internet, people 
still have varying opinions on the way it was 
written in the bill.

Lewie said, “I think there could be some unin-
tended site blocks.” 

Then, sites could possibly be taken down if 
they contained certain key 
words, even if they were 
not breaking any laws.

If you want to have cer-
tain sites blocked you 
should be able to buy a fi l-
ter, and not let the govern-
ment control what you can 
or cannot view, said Lewie.

When it comes to illegal-
ly downloading music and 

movies, it is obvious that it is growing at a fright-
ening rate. 

“Almost everyone who uses the internet has 
participated in pirating of music. I think the bill 
was too far reaching for this,” said owner of 
Downtown Recording Nick Stevens.

“Today’s teens believe that any and all music is 
free, and artists going around and saying they do 
not care if pirating is done does not help the situ-
ation,” said Nick.

With the thought of the internet being altered, 
people are worried what will be OK by the bill’s 
standards and what will not be.

“If we were to post a video of the FC dance
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Stop Online Piracy Act -  "To promote prosperity, creativity, entrepreneurship, and innovation by 
combating the theft of U.S. property, and for other purposes."

SOPA reveals conflict between First Amendment 
rights, protection of copyrighted materials in the U.S.

>> Should there be 
stronger government 

regulation of the 
internet?
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No, because it’s our right 
as Americans to put 
what we choose on the 
internet. It’s a free 
country and we should 
keep it as free as we 
can.
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No, because it’s not 
letting us go forward. 
If they regulate what’s 
on the internet, we will 
be a step towards being 
like North Korea.
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No, because it’ll be a 
huge step backwards 
for us as a nation. We’re 
supposed to be able to 
take pride in the fact 
we’re a free country.JUNIOR

MICHAEL KURTZ ”

“

[
Almost everyone who uses 
the internet has 
participated in pirating of 
music. I think the bill was 
too far reaching for this.

NICK STEVENS
Owner of Downtown 

Recording

Jacob Baumann
Staff reporter

“

”


