
When marching band season ends the marching musicians occupy their 
free Friday nights by participating in pep band at the home basketball 
games. But what happens to the girls who give the marching band show 
its color once the season ends? They have found something to occupy their 
time as well: winter guard. 

In winter guard, the color guard competes alone to music of their choice 
on a tarp, typically in a gym. This change of scenery creates many new 
challenges because the judges and audiences are so close and the perform-
ers are more vulnerable. 

“Getting over the fact that the audience is literally two feet away from 
you is pretty diffi cult. Also, you’re noticed more in winter guard. If you 
drop, you hear a loud thunk or clank and everybody focuses on you,” said 
sophomore Anna Stephens. 

Sophomore Laara Estar said competing without the marching band has 
strengthened the bond between the girls on the winter guard team. 

“In winter guard it is just us without the band, and we all seem closer,” 

she said. 
Senior Jenna Scharfenberger agreed that winter guard has some advan-

tages over guard during marching band season.
 She said since the competitions are inside it can be easier to work with 

the fl ags because performers do not have to fi ght against the wind. 
For this season, the girls are stepping up their game with a more diffi cult 

routine. 
“The choreography is a lot more challenging this season. We are going to 

have to work a lot harder, but it will be worth it,” said Estar. 
“This season we’re learning a lot of new things like bigger tosses and 

more complex rifl e work and dance. I’m really looking forward to see how 
our show comes together,” said Stephens. 

Although this season may be more challenging than those in the past, 
the guard members know they 
have to work harder if they want 
to accomplish the high goals they 
have set. 

“I would say our goal for this 
season is to improve overall. Our 
guard has been steadily increas-
ing in numbers and now as peo-
ple will be graduating, we need 
to help the younger members be-
come stronger,” said Stephens. 

“The goal for this season is to 
try and get into Class A for next 
year so we have to work harder 
than some of the other really good 
guards that are out there,” said 
Scharfenberger. 

“We hope to do well this season 
and show the judges what we are 
made of,” said Estar.

While most of the girls have set goals they would like the team to achieve, 
a few have set goals they would personally like to achieve themselves. 

“My goal is to be more fl uid in my spinning and to emit more emotion 
when I perform,” said Stephens. 

Although there are challenges that must be faced before the team can at-
tain their goals, there is no doubt it will be rewarding in the end. 

“If you really put your energy into performing, your mind kind of goes 
blank and you forget the crowd and the judges,” said Stephens.
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Winter guard sets goal to win
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To see footage of the winter guard practicing for their season visit 
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SOPHOMORE LAARA ESTAR rehearse a few sets of their show during afternoon practice on 
Thursday, Feb. 2. 
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Guard 
Competitions 

Tomorrow- Madison High 

School

March 3- Bryan Station

March 10- Milford High 

School

March 31- State Finals
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