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With the holidays just around the corner, 
all the major television networks are well into 
their “Christmas Countdown” specials, with a 
different movie playing every night. I am here 
to advise which movies are DVR -worthy, and 
which are easily missed for the new episode of
Glee. These are my picks for the top fi ve Christ-
mas classics. 

5   Polar Express (2004)-Everyone remem-
bers being read this book every year in 
elementary school as soon as Christmas 

time rolled around. Everyone sat on the rug 
while the teacher showed all of the beautiful 
pictures, and wondered how anyone could not 
believe in Santa Claus. 

Not only does this movie bring that won-
derful story about believing in Santa and the 
magic of Christmas to life, it does so in a way 
that is just as visually striking as the book’s il-
lustrations. Almost all of the fi lm was made 
through live action performance technology, 
which converts the movements of live actors 
into animated characters.

Also, viewers will get a hefty dose of the 
amazing Tom Hanks, being that he has six dif-
ferent roles in this fi lm, including Santa Claus 
and the conductor.

4  The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)- A 
movie starring my favorite Muppets like 
Kermit the Frog, Beaker, and Miss Piggy  

is sure to reel me in, but add actor Michael 
Caine and it will become one of my favorites.

This movie puts a fun spin on the classic 
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge’s journey to fi nd his 
Christmas spirit with the help of four ghosts. 
Some might assume that replacing real actors 
with puppets in this classic written by Charles 
Dickens may make the screenplay adaptation 
of the book far less accurate. In reality, The 
Muppet Christmas Carol is actually one that 
sticks closest to the original. 

3
 Elf (2003)- When Will Ferrell is men-
tioned most minds think of Ron Bur-
gundy, Ricky Bobby, or even a cowbell. 

My mind however, skips right to Buddy the Elf 
(what’s your favorite color?) 

This fi lm about Buddy’s trip through New 
York City to fi nd his dad will have viewers 
laughing nonstop, as Buddy tries to adjust to 
the real world after growing up in the North 
Pole.

If Ferrell’s humor is not enough to put this 
movie on the nice list, Buddy’s charming na-
ivety and the love story between him and the 
talented Zooey Deschanel will be. Deschanel’s 
singing voice will also have viewers spreading 
Christmas cheer by singing loud for all to hear.

2  A Christmas Story (1983)- This hilarious 
take on the average American Christmas 
without the fl uff has become a classic 

for Christmastime, and rightly so. Everyone 
can relate to this story of the Parker family’s 
Christmas, especially FC students because it 
takes place in Indiana. Every kid has desired 
one present more than anything, just like Ral-
phie desired his Red Ryder BB Gun. 

Not to mention, everyone has thought about 
licking that frozen light pole, but stopped 
themselves after remembering Flick’s traumat-
ic experience during recess. 

1  White Christmas (1954)- What person 
wishing for snow on Christmas has not 
hummed the tune “White Christmas?” 

Even though this song was originally fea-
tured in the movie Holiday Inn, the musical 
sharing its name takes the cake for the best 
Christmas movie of all time. The very talented 
and debounair crooners, Bing Crosby and Dan-
ny Kaye play a successful entertainment duo 
who fall in love with a sister act played by the 
beautiful Rosemary Clooney and Vera Ellen.

The four ultimately team up to put on a 
Christmas variety show, in order to bring busi-
ness to an old general’s inn. If the top-notch 
entertainment and covet-worthy costumes 
are not enough to have viewers dreaming of a 
white Christmas, I do not know what is.

Movies earn spot on the nice list
Marah Harbison
A&E editor

What is your 

favorite holiday 

movie, and why? MARISSA 
SAMMONS
Senior

Arthur Christmas 
because it makes 
me laugh and 
it got me in the 
Christmas spirit 
this year because 
it was the first 
one I watched.
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”
SIDNEY 
FARMER
Sophomore

Elf because it is 
hilarious and it 
gets me in the 
Christmas spirit.
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KYLE 
PINNICK
Junior

It’s a Wonderful 
Life because it’s 
a timeless classic 
and it’s in black 
and white.
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