
The fi rst semester, according 
to orchestra instructor Doug El-
more, is all about assessing the 

group’s capabilities and choosing music that meets 
these capabilities. 

The orchestra has worked on many different pieces 
over the semester, including music for Winter Fanta-
sia, the Christmas-themed concert that the orchestra 
joins forces with the other musical departments for 
each year, and the Orchestra Rocks concert, which 
Elmore said was the most signifi cant part of the fi rst 
semester. 

“It had great community impact; the kids per-
formed magnifi cently, and our young middle school 
students got to hear the FC’s symphony orchestra 
play at the top of their game.” 

The fi rst semester has not been easy, though, espe-
cially for Elmore. In preparation for Winter Fantasia, 
the orchestra had to learn a lot of music in a short 
amount of time. 

“The biggest challenge for the orchestra was prob-
ably whipping up this mountain of holiday music for 
Winter Fantasia,” said Elmore

Along with this, Elmore said he has had to struggle 
with the new middle school schedule, which, accord-
ing to Elmore, takes almost all the fl exibility out of the 
sixth and seventh grade blended orchestra classes. 

Despite this, Elmore said in the second semester 
the orchestra will be ready to start preparing more 
diffi cult music to be played at contests. 

“I’m looking forward to the ‘big’ contest pieces 
because the kids usually work very hard for those 
events and the music-making is awesome.”

On a Sunday afternoon fol-
lowing the Floyd County Youth 
Orchestra’s winter concert, band 

director Harold Yankey sits in his tuxedo with his tie 
undone and refl ects on the semester that is coming 
to a close. 

Yankey said the biggest milestone for the band this 
year was making it to the ISSMA State Finals for the 
third year in a row. This is the second year in a row 
the marching band has placed sixth. 

“The biggest accomplishment the band made this 

year was the way the kids really took over and made 
it to state. It wasn’t the show or any factors other than 
the performers,” said Yankey. 

Although this season was a successful one, it was 
not easy. The band had to overcome many challenges 
in order to achieve the feats that it did.

“The band had to fi nd out that it didn’t have to 
depend on outside forces to be successful. They had 
to fi nd internal forces. Young people tend to want 
things to be given to them and they had to fi nd out 
how to give it to themselves,” said Yankey. 

While most would assume the fi rst semester would 
be more hectic than the second because of marching 
band, Yankey said just the opposite. This is because 
the band breaks up into many different groups with 
many different schedules. 

Although the second semester will surely be a busy 
one, Yankey said he looks forward to it being as suc-
cessful as the fi rst.

“I’m excited for everybody to be good at the things 
they do. I can’t wait to see them take the ideas we 
learned in marching band and carry them through.”

With every new semester 
brings a new set of challenges. 
The Bronze Ringers know this 

story all too well. 
Each year the program loses many talented ringers, 

but gains many new ringers to fi ll their gloves. 
“The most diffi cult part about fi rst semester is try-

ing to get the veteran ringers and the newer ringers 
working together as a group,” said director Angela 
Hampton  

“Over half the ringers were together last year, so it 
can be diffi cult for the new ringers coming in,” she 
said.

Alongside the trouble of collaboration, there are 
also some diffi cult pieces for the Bronze Ringers. “I 
have picked out some challenging and unique music 
for second semester,” said Hampton. 

“The music we work on will be more diffi cult.  Also, 
the ringers will be working on some small ensemble 
music.”

In conjunction with more diffi cult pieces, most of 
the Bronze Ringers will attend a conference in April. 

The new semester will provide new obstacles with 
an equal amount of challenges; however, Hampton 
has a positive outlook on the semester.
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