
EXTREME 
WINTER
While some students stay inside to keep 

warm as the winter sets in, many students 
face the frigid air for sport and leisure

>>

The snowy landscape fl ies past, leading to a jump and rails. 
The pure and simple fun of the experience is what has made 
snowboarding enjoyable for many people, according to freshman 
Clayton Crum, who has snowboarded for the past three years.

As the winter months begin, students look forward to the break 
and possible future snow days. Snowboarding and skiing are a 
popular way to spend them.

“It’s a fun activity you can do with your friends in the winter,” 
said sophomore Ian Welsh, who has snowboarded for four years.

However, there are more reasons to ski and snowboard than to 
just pass the time. The sports provide not only enjoyment but ways 
to compete.

Senior Trevor Schultze has been skiing since he was fi ve years old.  
“You do it for enjoyment and can compete if you want to but it’s 

hard work and expensive,” said Schultze.   
Everyone has to have a motive for beginning though. Some were 

motivated by their families. Crum started because he thought it 
would be fun and his brothers snowboarded. Welsh was prompted 
by his parents.

 “My family brought me into it. My parents have always skied but 
I didn’t want to, so I snowboard,” said Welsh.

Where someone grows up can also help determine interest in 
winter sports. Schultze used to live in Colorado where he grew 
up skiing, along with senior Anna Kelecy, who also grew up in 
Colorado.

“I used to live in Colorado, so everybody skies and snowboards,” 
said Kelecy. Kelecy has skied since she was two years old and took 
up snowboarding when she was 14.

There are many avenues to learning how to snowboard or ski. 
Taking a lesson or learning from friends is an option. Senior Kenzie 
Langdon, who has skied since eighth grade and snowboarded 
since freshman year, learned how to ski from a lesson she took in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Family friends taught her how to snowboard.

“All of my sister’s friends snowboarded and when they taught 
her, she taught me,” Langdon said. 

Being taught by a family member can help 
as well. Schultze learned from his father.

“My dad used to put me between his legs 
and I would be on my own little skies and 
he would show me how,” said Schultze.

Crum relied only upon himself when 
learning how to snowboard.

“I learned by myself. I kept trying to go 
down the hill and not fall,” said Crum. 

When it comes to learning new tricks the 
main tip is to never quit. Crum said you just 
keep working on it and do not give up. 

 “You just kind of go for it and if you fall, 
try it again. I also try to watch people do it 
before I do it,” said Schultze.

For novices, recommendations range 
from simply practicing to going to Paoli 
Peaks and doing the bunny slope. Kelecy 
advised taking a lesson at Paoli Peaks, but 
Langdon had other ideas.

“I would say learning from a friend is the 
easiest way since lessons may not be long 
enough for some people,” said Langdon.

Other lessons may be learned while skiing 
or snowboarding. For instance, Crum said 
it taught him to never stop trying while 
Kelecy said it taught her coordination and 
an appreciation of the outdoors. Welsh 
said it taught him dedication because he 
was not very good when he fi rst started 
to snowboard but over time he got better. 
Langdon agreed with Welsh.

“Defi nitely persistence to keep trying. 
Also, to try new things because there’s a lot 
of things you can do with snowboarding 
and you have to be brave to try new things,” 
said Langdon.

Skiing and snowboarding not only 
provide people with a fun way to pass the 
time and new lessons. But it also offers role 
models for people to look up to. 

“Shaun White is the snowboarding idol to 
anyone who snowboards because he is that 
fantastic,” said Langdon.

Schultze said his favorite professional 
skier is Simon Dumont because he always 
goes big and does tricks. However, not 
everyone’s role models are athletes.

“My aunt and uncle are in their 60s and 
they still ski. I respect them and they go to 
Colorado to ski the big mountains,” said 
Kelecy.

The memories formed from these 
activities can be the most valuable perk. 
Some of these may include traveling. 
Welsh said his is when he went to Whistler 
Mountain in Canada. 

“My favorite snowboarding memory 
was when I got to go to Vail, Colorado and 
I went down a halfpipe for the fi rst time,” 
said Langdon.

Other memories involve doing something 
new for the fi rst time. Schultze said his 
favorite memory is when he was little and 
went off a jump for the fi rst time.

“When I hit the third jump at Paoli. It’s a 
big jump and a big deal to hit,” said Crum.

No matter what the experience, there are 
many fond memories collected through 
these activities.  

“My cousin, when she was six, forgot to 
get off the lift and they had to stop it and 
put it in reverse to get her off,” Kelecy said 
with a laugh.
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