
“Hey, where did you buy that?” 
“Oh, I bought it from a guy on-

line.”
“Man, you must be brave, I hear 

about people getting scammed on-
line all the time!”

Really? All the time? I must be 

buying from the wrong people. 
The fi rst time I really bought an-

ything from an individual person 
(not a company) online, I bought a 
set of side skirts for my car. These 
run about $275 each from the Saab 
dealer, and I was getting a pair for 
$273 shipped. It was a tad intimi-
dating at fi rst; I was about to send 
nearly $300 across the internet to 
a man I had never met before for 
something I had only seen pictures 
of. 

It was about the time when my 
package showed up two days later, 
with the items in perfect condi-
tion, that I realized my fears were 
invalid. 

The moral of the story here is 
this: there are deals to be had out 
there and the internet is the way to 
fi nd them. Since then I have made 
countless transactions through the 
internet to buy items that would 
normally cost way more to buy at 
a store, or that are just plain impos-
sible to fi nd. 

Not one bad experience.
I am not saying there are not 

scams out there. There are. Being 

a member on several car forums, I 
have witnessed a few happen my-
self. I do not let that sway me from 
going through with my transac-
tions. 

I am a trusting person, I assume 
people will do the right thing, but 
that does not mean I do not do some 
research before buying. 

My advice for buying online is to 
always check feedback, if it is pro-
vided on the site you are making the 
transaction through. Also, if buying 
on a forum, try to buy from people 
with a moderately high post count; 
someone that has been a member 
for quite some time.  

In addition to that, use Paypal. I 
do not suggest doing anything via 
sending a check in the mail. To me 
that sends up red fl ags. With Pay-
pal if it does turn out someone tried 
to scam you, you can fi le a report 
through Paypal and they will work 
to resolve the situation.

In the end, it comes down to just 
having to trust people and using 
your intuition to make proper judg-
ments. Do not be afraid to take that 
chance, it will probably be worth it. 
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Buying online poses safe deals
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My last buying 
experience was 
successful because 
I was able to get 
better stuff for less 
money.
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I bought all my 
aviation equipment 
online because it 
was more expensive 
at the airport.
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Way better than in 
person. All I had 
to do was click a 
button and then it 
magically shows up 
at my house in three 
to five days.
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It was good; it 
came on time and it 
was exactly like it 
explained.
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How was your last online buying experience?
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