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the law should be applied to Indiana schools at 
this time.

“I do not think it is a problem right now be-
cause most teachers don’t accept requests 
from their students ‘til they graduate,” said 
Townsend. “It could be in the future.”

A reason why teachers and students will not 
become “friends” on Facebook is because of 
their personal lives.

“I believe teachers have their own personal life 
just as students have their own,” said Townsend.

While some teachers share Townsend’s view, 
other students do as well. 

“I don’t want teachers to know my personal 
life,” said senior Haley Dresner.

English teacher Jessica Broady said she wishes 
the school corporation could embrace social net-
working.

“If a teacher is going to have an inappropri-
ate relationship with a student, they are going to 
fi nd a way,” said Broady.

Hein said she does not see a problem with 
teachers and students being “friends” on Face-
book,  and some even believe it can be used as 
an educational tool that can help in the school 

setting.
Some teachers like Spanish teacher Amanda 

Ford, use Facebook to communicate test dates, 
among other things.  Ford’s use for Facebook is 
becoming more common among teachers and 
some use it as a primary form of communica-
tion.

However, not everyone agrees with this phi-
losophy and other teachers share different view-
points on the matter.

English teacher Karen Mayer-Sebastian said 
she thinks that it creates a relationship between 
students that crosses the line between profes-
sional and personal. 

“I’m not against Facebook per say, I just think 
it’s dangerous. Anytime you begin online con-
versations a line is blurred,” said Mayer-Sebas-
tian. “It creates a familiarity that crosses lines.”  

Still some say there is no major problem with 
students and teachers communicating on Face-
book.

“If there is not a problem, then why should it 
be taken as a problem, and if there becomes an 
outstanding amount of problems, then take ac-
tion against them,” said Hein.

SARAH HENRY
Sophomore [

Bagpiper: Do you think it’s appropriate for students to be friends 
with teachers on Facebook?
Sarah Henry: “Not when they’re in their class but when you go into 
the next year, it’s okay.”

BP: How can keeping in contact with teachers through Facebook be 
benefi cial?
Henry: “If you forget your homework or don’t have the password 
to your online textbook.”

BP: What are the disadvantages of being their friends on Facebook?
Henry: “Teachers can see what you post and judge you.”

BP: Does being friends with teachers on Facebook affect the sta-
tuses you place on the website?
Henry: “No because I just block them.”

BP: Do you think it is right that teachers have to report any inap-
propriate things they see on Facebook?
Henry: “If it is going to harm another student.”
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