
acebook drives controversy

People use the social network site Facebook for  
many reasons. Some use it for keeping up with old 
friends, some for current friends, but a bill in Missouri, 
Senate Bill #54, stated it is a place where teachers and 
students can have unhealthy relationships.

The Missouri bill, which was ruled unconstitutional 
after it went into effect in August, is 
called the Amy Hestir Student Protec-
tion Act. There has been much contro-
versy over the wording over the last 
part of the bill, section 162.069, which 
stated, “Teachers cannot establish, 
maintain, or use a work- related web-
site unless it is available to the school 
administrators and the child’s legal 
guardian. Teachers also cannot have a 
non work- related website that allows 
exclusive access with a current or former student.” 
Altough it was never put into effect, it still raises the 
question if other states will attempt similar legislation, 
or if it was actually unconstitutional. 

First Amendment lawyer Kenyon Meyer said that he 

also believes the law is unconstitutional.  “The govern-
ment is attempting to prohibit government employees 
from  speaking with students.”

Meyer added that statements posted on Facebook 
can be used in court as evidence.  Meyer also said Fa-
cebook evidence holds up in court just as well as paper 
evidence. 

Sophomore Hannah Hein said the law should not be 
brought into Indiana. 

“If there isn’t a problem between 
the teacher and student, and the 
parent doesn’t care if they are 
friends and they allow it, it’s not 
needed,” said Hein.

Tracy Curtis, mother of Hein, 
said, “I do feel the law would be 
good for Indiana. It is inappropri-
ate for any teacher to have any 
type of non-professional contact 
with students. I think that it would 

be a sort of protective law for children. There are many 
adults that cross the line with kids and this type of law 
can possibly help prevent these predators to having 
easier access to their students.”

English teacher Matthew Townsend does not think

Since Facebook was released seven years ago, it has exploded as a 
major source of social media and communication.  Since then some 
teachers have begun using it to communicate with students

>>

Do you use social 
media to contact 
your teachers?

Eli Bolus
Staff reporter
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STEPHEN 

SCHRAFFENBERGER

JUNIOR

Sometimes I 
use Mrs. Bruce’s 
Facebook to 
get homework 
assignments if 
I’m absent.

HAYLEY ROGERS

SOPHOMORE

I don’t contact 
my teachers  
via Facebook 
because most 
of my teachers 
have their own 
websites.
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The government is         
attempting to prohibit     
government employees 
from speaking with      
students.

Kenyon Meyer
Lawyer
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