
The scandal at Penn State gets 
worse with every detail released 
from the college football world.  
Reports of sexual abuse by 
former Nittany Lion defensive 
coordinator Jerry Sandusky has 
brought criticism on the univer-
sity for its handling of the situa-
tion.  Everyday new information 
surfaces and more allegations 
come to forefront.  Who knows 
what we will know a month 
from now or even a year later. 
It is safe to say offi cials at State 
College, Pennsylvania are going 
through their biggest nightmare. 

In the middle of all of the re-
ports about former head coach 
Joe Paterno and his knowl-
edge of the situation, everyone 
has their own opinion on Penn 
State’s decision to fi re him mid 
season.  What Paterno has done 
for Penn State and for the game 

of college football cannot be mis-
taken, as he has won two nation-
al championships and is tied for 
the most wins in college football 
history with 409 wins.  Paterno 
has been an ambassador for the 
game.  He has also been known 
for leading the cleanest program 
in America.  

The fi ring of Paterno has 
brought mixed emotions 
throughout the country.  His 
supporters believe he did what 
was necessary and reported 
what he knew about Sandusky 
to the police, and others believe 
he did not do enough.  But if 
Paterno really did report his 
knowledge of the situation, then 
how can he possibly be culpable 
for the growing scandal in State 
College.  Is there a wrong way 
to do what is right?  For Paterno 
the answer is no and therefore 
his fi ring is unfair and irrespon-
sible of the board at Penn State.  
After all, how can you get rid 
of someone who single handily 
built your reputation as an elite 
football program?
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Wrong way to do 

the right thing
at the university.  Among those fi red 
at Penn State in wake of the scandal 
was head football coach Joe Paterno, 
who led the Nittany Lions football 
program for 46 years, but his report-
ed knowledge of the situation was 
too much for the board of trustees at 
Penn State.  In recent weeks two new 
accusers have also stepped forward, 
bringing the total to 10 accusers.

At Syracuse the alleged abuse 
by assistant coach of the basketball 
team Bernie Fine has brought much 
controversy throughout the univer-
sity.  

Fine has been accused of abusing 
two former ball boys of the Syracuse 
basketball team; in recent weeks a 
third accuser has come forward.  A 
taped phone conversation between 
Fines’ wife Laurie Fine and Bobby 
Davis, one of the accusers who was 
a ball boy at Syracuse who has ac-
cused Fine of sexually abusing him 
in 1984 up to when he was 27 years 
old, show that Laurie Fine and Dav-
is discussed the alleged abuse.  Fine 
was fi red on Nov. 28, by the Univer-
sity.  Davis and Mike Lang, the sec-
ond accuser along with Davis claim-
ing to be abused by Fine, are now 
suing Syracuse University and head 
coach Jim Boeheim.

Counselor Jessica Newkirk spoke 
about how it can sometimes be hard 

to see if a person is being abused.
“Most often they withdraw from 

their peers and have little interac-
tion,” Newkirk said. “This can be ei-
ther a short term or long term effect 
depending on if they get help.”

For the victim, the appropriate 
step they can take is to report their 
situation to the police, a trusted in-
dividual, or a crisis center.  

Sherry B. is a crisis counselor at 
Child Help Abuse Hotline and is a 
licensed counselor in the state of Ar-
izona.  As of Dec. 2, Child Help had 
received 75,466 calls from victims 
wanting information.  

“We are a crisis counseling and 
referral agency.  If a person calls 
and experiences anxiety or another 
problem, we’ll try to fi gure out what 
the next steps are,” said Sherry, who 
is not permitted to reveal her full 
name.

Newkirk said any student who is 
being abused should contact some-
one immediately.

“They should let someone know 
whether it’s to someone at home or 
at school,” she said. 

Newkirk said it is best for the any-
one who is going through any kind 
of abuse to tell someone they trust.

“It’s not very often the students 
say it themselves. They put a lot of 
guilt on themselves.”
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>>Cry for help cont.

If you have been abused contact someone immediately:

Child Help Abuse Hotline: 1800 4ACHILD
Louisville Child Abuse Hotline: 502-595-4550
Family & Social Services & Child Abuse: 1-800-562-2407
Child & Adult Abuse: 1-800-752-6200
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