
The sexual abuse scandals at Penn State Univer-
sity and Syracuse University have opened Ameri-
cans’ eyes on abuse.

While the two scandals have occurred in the 
states of Pennsylvania and New York and the laws 
on abuse in those states differ, the state of Indiana 
has strict laws when it comes to abuse.  According 
to Indiana Code 31-33-5-1, any individual who has 
reason to believe that a child is a victim of child 
abuse or neglect, must make a report to authori-
ties of the abuse.  Indiana Code 31-33-22-1 states 
that anyone who fails to re-
port abuse commits a Class 
B misdemeanor.  Principal 
Louie Jensen said the proto-
col of reporting abuse here 
at FC is a long process with 
many complicated steps.

“First we would contact 
the appropriate agency, 
whether it be police, health 
professional, or Child Pro-
tective Services.  One would 
be contacted or multiple depending on the situa-
tion,” said Jensen.

While the law on reporting abuse is strict and 
straight forward, the possible consequences are 
just as harsh.  If an educator at FC fails to meet 
their responsibility to report known abuse, losing 
their job would be one of many consequences they 
may face.  Jensen said a staff member who fails to 
meet the protocol may lose their job.

“It could lead to reprimand or they could lose 
their position.  We have to determine: How were 
they involved, what happened and who was in-

volved,” said Jensen.
The chain of command in the high school level 

for reporting abuse is fairly easy to follow, but at 
the college level it is different.  Indiana University 
Southeast Athletic Director Joe Glover said the 
protocol for reporting abuse differs from that of 
the high school ranks.

“Usually complaints are fi led by contacting the 
Offi ce of Equity and Diversity here at IU Southeast 
to discuss the complaint or to schedule a meeting 
with a staff member.  Except in limited circum-
stances, a grievance form must be completed and 
signed by the complainant before any actions will 
be take in response to the complaint,” said Glover.

Glover said victims can also contact other of-
fi ces to make a report.

“Depending upon the cir-
cumstances involved, com-
plainants may also contact 
other university offi ces for 
information or advice such 
as the Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs, Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs, 
Vice Chancellor for Admin-
istrative Affairs, IU South-

east Disabled Student Services, (and) IU Southeast 
Human Resources,” said Glover.

The overall handling of the scandal in State Col-
lege, Pennsylvania has brought criticism upon 
the university and the community.  Allegations 
of abuse by former defensive coordinator of the 
Penn State football team Jerry Sandusky that al-
legedly spans over a 15-year period and reports 
of staff members that had knowledge of or saw 
the abuse happen have sparked people’s emotions 
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Abuse Stats
• A report of child abuse is 

made every 10 seconds

• More than five children die 

every day as a result of 

child abuse

• Approximately 80 percent of 

children that die from abuse 

are under the age of 4.

• More than 90 percent of 

juvenile sexual abuse victims 

know their perpetrator in 

some way.

• Child abuse occurs at every 

socioeconomic level, across 

ethnic and cultural lines, 

within all religions, and at all 

levels of education.

>>

Graphic information provided by: 

http://www.childhelp.org/pages/statistics

Bobby Davis, former ballboy for 

the Syracuse basketball team, 

alleges assistant coach Bernie 

Fine molested him from when 

he was in seventh grade until 

he was 27. Fine is placed on 

administrative leave.
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ESPN airs a recorded phone 

conversation between Davis 

and Fine’s wife Laurie Fine, 

that appears to show she knew 

about the alleged abuse from 

her husband. Fine is later fired.

Zachary Tomasselli

alleges Fine molested him.  

Tomasselli becomes third 

accuser with Davis and Davis’s 

step brother, Mike Lang.

Syracuse Police Chief Frank Fowler says 

the police department never conducted 

an investigation in 2002 because the 

allegations were too old and no charges 

would have been possible.

Sandusky is arrested and 

arraigned on new sexual 

abuse allegations. 
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First we would contact the appro-
priate agency whether it be po-
lice, health professional, or Child 
Protective Services.  One would 
be contacted depending on the 
situation.

LOUIE JENSEN
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