
What is patriotism? If you are any-
thing like me, you cannot even spell 
patriotism. Sad, but true. Perhaps pa-
triotism, to you, means pride in your 
country, maybe devotion in a cause. 
In my opinion, patriotism is the act of 
supporting your homeland. It’s a part 
of you, and should make you want to 
change it for the better.

I do not know if you remember 
how old you were or even what year 
it occurred, but I know you remember 
where you were when you heard the 
towers had been hit. I was in my fi rst- 
grade class. I didn’t even know where 
the twin towers were at the time. I re-
member wondering why my teacher 
suddenly left the class and gave us 
busy work. Then later on in the day we 
watched the news channel, and had a 
moment of silence. 

This event causing great patriot-
ism was Sept. 11. When a disaster this 
momentous occurs, it brings a nation 
closer together. We mourned together, 
prayed together, rebuilt together and 
got stronger together. 

So why is that not the case now? 
Don’t give poor excuses like the econ-
omy or our government. It does not 
bother me if you do not particularly 
care for something about our country. 
Believe me, I am the same way at times. 
But, I do believe as a whole our coun-
try’s patriotism is greatly lacking. 

We live in a country that has been 
blessed beyond belief. Whenever I 
think of Sept. 11, it makes me recon-
sider all I have. This country is safer 

than a lot of places, we have a trust-
worthy government and a place I can 
sleep without worries. It’s going to be 
our generation’s nation soon. Our gen-
eration is the future of America. It’s our 
responsibility to see what is coming 
down the pike and do something. 

We are in an economic crisis. Yeah? 
There was one in the 30s. Are we going 
to all starve and die? Nope, I am not 
planning on it anyway. We are going to 
struggle through, make it, survive, and 
then prosper. 

Our nation needs to be restored back 
to a humble, hardworking yet proud 
country, just like in the 50s. We had just 
been on the winning side of WWII. We 
were in some economic trouble, yes. 
But we were proud of the soldiers that 
had fought and died fi ghting for our 
country. We were ready to start fresh 
and be better than ever. 

We are not in the best of times eco-
nomically and socially speaking, but 
we need to stand up for our govern-
ment, back them up even if you do not 
always support their ways. It is a mat-
ter of pure respect. 

We should respect our leaders, even 
if we cannot stand them. Probably a 
hard pill for most of us to swallow. I 
know you are thinking, ‘Well if I don’t 
like them I’m not going to give them 
the time of day.’ But we have to play 
the hand of cards we are given, even if 
that means shooting for the moon. 

There are always going to be good 
guys and bad guys. Leaders are always 
going to make some bad decisions. This 
doesn’t mean we give up and scorn our 
country. We strive to be proud Ameri-
cans with pride for our country.
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Whether anyone knows it 
or not, every day when they 
walk into school they are being 
stereotyped. In other student’s 
minds they may just be “that 
goth girl” or “the kid who 
thinks that he is funny but he 
really isn’t.” 

Characteristics such as how 
people dress, the people they 
are friends 
with, and 
the way that 
they act in 
public re-
fl ect on how 
other people 
see them. In 
reality, one 
should look past the stere-
otypes.

The fact is when we see an-
other person whom we are not 
familiar with, our brains auto-
matically fi le them away under 
a category. 

Just one glance can provide 
enough information for people 
to make quick and often incor-
rect assumptions. 

Seeing a student surrounded 
by friends all the time, does 
not mean that they do not feel 
alone or depressed. 

According to the World Eng-
lish Dictionary, a stereotype 
is defi ned as: a set of inac-

curate, simplistic generaliza-
tions about a group that allows 
others to categorize them and 
treat them accordingly. 

This means that when some-
one is calling a group of stu-
dents “preps” for wearing Hol-
lister brand clothing, or “emo” 
because they wear mostly dark 
colors and listen to a certain 
style of music, they are treating 
them by what they see at just a 
simple glimpse of their life.  

Even if stereotyping people 
is bad, every so often these 
premature assumptions could 

very much 
be true. Not 
e v e r y o n e 
is a nice 
person; oc-
casionally 
people will 
come across 
s o m e o n e 

who is exactly how they pre-
dicted. Don’t let an experience 
like this change your point of 
view though, confi rming your 
prediction always will be ben-
efi cial. 

From personal experience I 
am aware that someone that 
appears to be really weird or 
too cool to talk to, can truly be 
nice and someone that could 
be a great friend. 

Having a different variety 
of people as friends are what 
make life interesting. Judging 
people before you get a chance 
to know them is a missed op-
portunity.

The fact is when we see 
another person whom we are 
not familiar with, our brains 
automatically file them away 
under a category. 
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Stereotypes lead to 
poor judge of character


