
There I was, curled up on the 
leather driver seat of a ‘98 Saab try-
ing to fi t a spring back into place 
on the shifter. When I fi nally got 
the spring to where it needed to be, 
needing only one little push with 
a screwdriver, I realized I had ne-
glected to bring the screwdriver 
from the toolbox.

Okay, maybe that’s not the most 
dire of situations, but still, had I 
planned ahead, my job would have 
been a lot easier.

I see this happen all the time. 
People do not plan ahead like they 
should, myself included.

It doesn’t take a lot of effort to 
think to yourself, “Hey, I should 
grab those oil fi lter sockets before 
I get under that Volkswagen,” or 
“That test is coming up on Mon-
day, I should go ahead look over 
my notes so I am as prepared as I 
can be.”

There is no such thing as being 
over prepared. Sure, I won’t need 
that whole set of fi lter sockets for 
that Volkswagen, but I’m not sure 
which I need yet, so I’ll bring all of 
them. 

As the saying goes, hope for the 
best, but plan for the worst; and 
that holds true for all of us. 
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After the Sept. 11 attacks, one 
phrase could be seen everywhere. 
It was plastered on bumper stick-
ers, printed on patriotic t-shirts, 
and could be found at memorials 
across the country. 

That phrase was a promise: we 
will never forget. 

On Sunday it will have been 10 
years since we made that promise, 
but can America really say we nev-
er forgot?

Yes, television specials that ana-
lyze every aspect of the event will 
be everywhere, terrorism is sure to 
be a hot topic on all news channels, 
and President Obama is bound to 
make a speech addressing the at-
tacks, but what will everyone else 
do?

At FC there will not be an as-
sembly in remembrance of the 366 

servicemen who lost their lives 
saving others or the nearly 3,000 
victims of the attacks.

The only attention the day will 
receive will be a moment of silence 
before the announcements. 

In a survey done by Rasmussen 
Reports in September 2009, 49 per-
cent of Americans said their fellow 
statesmen had already forgotten 
about the attacks.  

Obviously, the 
day has not been 
forgotten in the 
manner that some-
one forgets where 
they put their 
keys, but many 
would rather for-
get about that day 
than remember it 
or discuss it. 

For many, Sept. 11 is a reminder 
of just how vulnerable our country 
really is, and is therefore more con-
venient to forget than to keep fresh 
in our minds.

To remember that day means to 
remember the chaos and the lack of 

control we had over the events tak-
ing place on our own doorstep. 

Although the topic may be dif-
fi cult for some to discuss, it is a 
necessity. It is the responsibility of 
all who experienced Sept. 11 fi rst 
hand to share their stories and 
memories of that tragic day with 
the next generation. 

Sept. 11 should not be pushed to 
the side. It is a 
crucial event 
in our nation’s 
history and 
culture, and its 
effects can be 
seen anywhere 
from the New 
York skyline to 
airport secu-
rity. 

Instead of labeling it as a painful 
memory, Sept. 11 should be remem-
bered not just to honor those who 
died, but to honor what makes our 
country what it is today. 

We all know what happened on 
Sept. 11, 2001, but what will you do 
on Sept. 11, 2011?
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