
Every year on the fi rst day of 
school, eager freshmen await the 
start of their journey through high 
school.  This year, along with the 
new freshmen, there were 11 other 
new faces that 
eagerly walked 
through the 
school doors.

In May, it was 
not uncommon 
to overhear a con-
versation involv-
ing budget cuts 
and the teachers that would no 
longer be here.  Now, new teach-
ers have accepted the task of fi lling 
their shoes.  

“I’m excited to be here. I’ve al-
ways wanted to move up [from 
Grant  Line Elementary]. I’m ready 

for the challenge,” said art teacher 
Kerry Jones.  

Jones is not the only one ready 
for whatever this year may bring.  
Spanish teacher Krissy Gonzalez 
has also never taught high school 
before.  Gonzalez taught Spanish 
1 and 2 at Indiana State University 
before coming to FC.  

“I loved teaching college, but 
high school just seemed more fun. 

In high school 
you get your 
own atmosphere 
and you get your 
own room that 
you are allowed 
to decorate,” 
said Gonzalez.

Joining Jones 
and Gonzalez are eight other teach-
ers: Delbert Hillegas, who has tak-
en over career information; Sum-
mers Montgomery, a PE teacher; 
Mike Finley, a manufacturing sys-
tems teacher; Mark Hobson, who 
teaches social studies; Juli Hutson, 

a health teacher; Amanda Ford, 
Spanish teacher; and Pam Poe,  me-
dia specialist, along with new as-
sistant principal Jeff Cerqueira.  

The staff has been doing eve-
rything they can to help the new 
members settle in and adjust while 
becoming a part of the Highlander 
community.

“We have a mentoring program 
for the new teachers, which is a 
breakfast club and we conference 
with the new teachers and observe 
them,” said assistant principal 
Janie Whaley.

The new teachers hope their fi rst 
year is successful and that their stu-
dents are successful as well.  

“I want to be able to impact my 
students.  I want to be the teacher 
that students want to come to class 
for.  I want my students to want 
to come to class and to be excited 
about Spanish,” said Gonzalez. 

The teachers know it is going to 
be an exciting fi rst year, and it is 
just beginning. They are settling 
into a new school that they now 
feel comfortable to call their own.

“I am looking forward to build-
ing strong relationships with the 
students,” said Jones.
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New Albany
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New Albany Algebra 
I and II teacher Gabe 
Hollander used to 
teach algebra and 
geometry at FC for 
two years. Although 
he likes the staff 
at New Albany, he 
misses the FC staff 
and friendships that 
he shared with many 
staff members.
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I want to impact students. I 
want to be the teacher that 
students want to come to 
class for.
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