
When most people think of pageants, they think of beautiful, glam-
orous girls waltzing across the stage in their evening gowns- the pic-
ture of poise. But ask junior Lauren McNeeley, and one will come to 
fi nd that there’s much more to winning a pageant than just having a 

pretty face.
“And I had never thought of myself as a pageant girl,” said McNeeley. “My friends said I 

should give it a shot, and I wanted to have a Phineas and Ferb summer, so I fi gured, why not?”
The competition for Miss Harvest Homecoming’s Outstanding Teen began with head-

shots, mock interviews, and a meet-and-greet with the other contestants.
“A lot of people probably think that pageant girls just have to be pretty but that’s not the 

case at all. Miss Harvest Homecoming Teen is a scholarship pageant, not a beauty pageant. 
It’s about personality and platform, and all the girls I met there are amazing people,” said 
McNeeley.

Movies such as Miss Congeniality can stereotype pageant contestants as dumb blondes with 
a pretty face, but Director of Harvest Homecoming Scholarship Pageants Rémy Branstetter 
assures that this is not the case. She said that two big misconceptions about pageants are that 
the contestants aren’t smart, and that they just need to be pretty to win.

 “If people would become informed, they would learn that the Miss America system pro-
motes positive images of women. The Miss America 
Organization is the leading provider of scholarships 
to women. Participants use their money for college, 
and beyond, to become holders of master and doc-
torate degrees. The four points of the Miss America 
crown represent service, style, success, and scholar-
ship,” said Branstetter.

After months of preparation and a long day, it 
comes down to the fi nal contestants.

“In the time the announcer was saying, ‘And your 
next Miss Harvest Homecoming Outstanding Teen 
2011 is...’ the whole time I was just thinking, ‘please 
be me, please be me.’ And when they said contestant number three, my jaw hit the fl oor and I 
just started crying. I’ve never cried so much because I was happy in my life,” said McNeeley. 

Branstetter said McNeeley is smart, talented, genuine, honest, and sincere and that is what 
impressed the judges the most. 

“It’s my hope as director that Lauren will inspire a little girl, or young woman, to believe 
in their dreams and truly see them as a reality. I also want her to work with military support 
groups, which is her platform, by encouraging our troops who might not have family or sup-
port back home. She has an amazing opportunity to change the lives of children, teens, and 
adults. I know she’ll be doing just that during her reign and beyond,” said Branstetter.

McNeeley said that she was always a jeans and t-shirt girl and never imagined she could 
go this far. But one win later, and she is already preparing for next year’s competiton.

“This has been a truly amazing experience and I can’t wait to come back and try it again 
in the Mrs. Pageant next year,” said McNeeley. “I think that all girls should try it sometime 
because it’s such a great experience and can give you so many opportunities.”

Although preparing for a pageant is a lot of work, she still fi nds time to dedicate to other 
activities. She is also a competitive dancer at Rainbow Dance Academy, an active member in 
the theater program at FC, an honor student, and the editor-in-chief of the Bartizan. 

“I don’t have time, but I make it. It takes a lot of dedication but I fi nd a way to get every-
thing done the best I can. It’s hard work but it’s worth it for the things I love to do.”
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Platform.
"Platform is really 
important because 
it is the cause that 
you support when 
you win. If you’re 
passionate about 
your platform then 
you will go far," said 
McNeeley.

Desire.
"You have to really want 
to become a community 
leader. You can’t have any 
other reason to want it 
except to be a role 
model." 

Smile.
"The smile is great 
because it is unique to 
every contestant and 
it shows off each girl’s 
personality." 
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This has been a truly 
amazing experience and 

I can’t wait to come back 
and try it again in the Mrs. 
Pageant next year.
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