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Although juniors Justin and 
Whitney Batliner may be fraternal 
twins, to them it is no different 
than having any other sibling.

“I don’t even think of myself as being a twin.  Jus-
tin is 18 minutes older if that counts for anything,” 
said Whitney, the more talkative of the two, while 
Justin agreed with a simple nod of the head. 

“I just have to be in the mood to talk,” said Justin.
It is apparent that these two have no problem es-

tablishing their own identity apart from their twin.  
They do not always think the same way and may not 
be able to fi nish each others sentences, but they still 
consider themselves to be close.  For them, fi nding 
balance between spending time together and spend-
ing time apart is key.

“Most people would think we do everything to-

gether.  Justin does boy things by him-
self, and then I do girl things by my-
self,” said Whitney. “But we both play 
tennis.”

The Batliners have been playing ten-
nis on their school teams since the sev-
enth grade.

“Right now, Justin is probably the 
better player, since it’s his season,” said 
Whitney.

The decision to play tennis was 
made in order to spend time with their 
friends, but the sibling rivalry was an 
added bonus.  Even with separate sched-
ules and separate interests, they still fi nd 
time for some friendly competition, one 
of their favorite parts of being a twin.   

In a sea of identical green 
and black clad marchers, in 
two completely different 
sections are fraternal senior 

twins Harper and Forrest Yankey. Harper plays the 
trumpet while Forrest plays in the percussion section. 

“I barely even see him since we’re in different sec-
tions,” said Forrest.  

In spite of being apart for most of band practice and 
the performances, they both agreed band has brought 
them closer together. 

Harper said it has made their relationship closer by 
giving them a place to hang out. Forrest expressed a 
similar opinion on the matter.

“It gives us something to talk about and somewhere 
to see each other a lot each week,” said Forrest. 

Going into high school, both Harper and Forrest 
knew they were going to be in band together. Forrest 
decided upon this because he always wanted to play 
percussion. Harper came to the same conclusion, but 
based it upon more family-oriented reasoning.   

“We already knew we were going to be in band be-

cause our dad, Harold Yankey, is the band director, but 
I like it. It is a challenge,” Harper said. 

Most people do not have a twin sibling, let alone one 
in band with them. However, Harper elaborated on 
how it really does not make a difference, it just makes 
it easier getting to practice.  In fact, he said it is just like 
having any normal sibling they are just closer. Forrest 
had the same views.

“I would say you just get to know them very well 
and it’s not any different from having any other sib-
ling,” said Forrest.

Being a twin does not come without perks. Harper 
said the best part of having a twin is always having 
someone to hang out with. Forrest came up with a dif-
ferent response.

“[The best part about having a twin is] having 
somone you know really well to talk to.”
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To see another profile on sophomore 

twins Katie and Kylie Davis, go online to 

fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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